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iieiwsf Olga Korbut, Oksana Oineliantchik. She, along with teain- 
mate Elena Shoushounova, made World Gymnastics Champiionship 
history by tying for the all-around title. Left is another history- 
maker from Russia Yuri Korolev. He became the first gymnast to win 
tivo World Championship all-around titles. His first came in 1981 in 
addition to his 1985 title. (Photos © USGF 1985, by Dave Black). 
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Safety 

First, Last, A 


I f you follow the insurance 
industry, you know it has fol- 
lowed the path of a roller 
coaster. Currently, the indus- 
try, after riding a flat track for a 
while, has taken a new heading sky- 
ward and is riding a steep and long 
track. Insurance premiums in almost 
every category have skyrocketed and 
where there once used to be a quite 
competitive market profile, what 
remains is one of tight money and 
strict evaluations, and so goes the 
world of insurance for gymnastics. 

As many of you realize, the USGF 
has faced some very difficult decisions 
in the insurance programs. Basically, 
our rates have been forced up dras- 
tically due to great awards paid out in 
our nation's courts in personal injury 
lawsuits. With as many gymnasts as 
there are, our exposure is high. With 
the great motivation to improve our 
programs, the risks have changed 
from what they were 10 years ago. 

When insurance companies look at 
activities that involve any form of risk, 
there is frequently a program attached 
to these activities that indicates a per- 
formance standard. When you drivea 
car, you must have a license to get 
insurance. When you insure your 
home or car, usually there is an 
inspection that is required before the 
policy is issued. You may be asking 
yourself, how does this apply to gym- 
nastics? It will apply in much the same 
way. Judges have to pass tests to 
judge, and soon, teachers and 


coaches who want their clubs and pro- 
grams to be insured, will need to take 
a safety course in gymnastics. This 
Safety Certification will have two 
essential objectives: the first is to 
reduce or eliminate the chance for 
accidents, and the second is to raise 
the over-all level of safety awarness. 

Safety and teachiiTg gymnastics go 
hand in hand. It is virtually impossi- 
ble to do one without the other. Our 
athletes are our most valuable 
resource. It must be the objective and 
goal of every program to provide the 
safest environment possible, while at 
the same time trying to allow each 
individual student to reach his or her 
full potential as a gymnast. 

There will be a great deal written 
about the USGF Safety Certification 
Program in the next few months. Cer- 
tification will begin in the spring of 
1986. There will be programs at vari- 
ous locations around the country. The 
newly published USGF safety manual 
will be the official text of the program. 
We are almost ready to print our sec- 
ond 20,000 copies!!! Certification will 
last for four years, with yearly 
updates, both in the form of special 
programs and printed or distributed 
materials. Certification will be avail- 
able to coaches and teachers at all lev- 
els including private clubs, public 
institutions, YMCA's, park and rec 
programs, dance schools, private 
schools and all other programs. It is 
our goal to have all coaches, teachers, 
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Arays 


judges and instructors at all levels 
safety certified. 

The immediate response to this 
might be, "1 am a safe coach and I have 
never had an accident, why do 1 need 
this?" Perhaps the best answer is, the 
entire gymnastics industry needs it, 
not any one particular individual. It 
will allow us to raise the standard of 
instruction in all our programs. It will 
make people more conscious and 
aware of their safety responsibilities. 
Most importantly, it will keep our ath- 
letes safe. I stated in my message in 
the safety manual, "If this book helps 
prevent one injury to a young athlete, 
then it was well worth the effort." 

The exact same thing is true with 
our certification program and all 
future safety programs. Remember, 
the true enjoyment and excitement 
for an athlete is participating. Let's 
make sure they are always able. 

For the United States Gymnastics 

Federation 

Mike Jacki 

Executive Director 


ATTENTION 



Coaches, Judges, Gymnastics Professionals 


USGF Safety Certification 

will be offered in the Spring of 1986 

Watch for details and registration 
information in USA Gymnastics/Technique 

For more information, write to: 

USGF Safety Certification Program 
1099 North Meridian. Suite 380 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204 


USGF Official 
Gymnastics 
Safety Manual 
$ 16.45 


user 

GYMNASTICS 

SAFETY 

MANUAL 




— Official manual for USGF 
Safety Certification Program 
— Designed to raise the level of safely 
awareness in the entire industry. 

A MUST FOR EVERY SERIOUS GYMNASTICS PROFESSIONAL 


William Allison 


Available Now Through 
USGF— Trampoline 
Safety Manual 

— Includes chapters on; The Need for 
Safety; Legal Responsibility of 
Instructor; Accident Prevention 


To order either the Gymnastics or Trampoline 
Safety Manuals, send check or money order to: 
USGF Merchandising 
P.O. Box 5562 

Indianapolis, Indiana 46255-5562 


Order Form 

#6001 USGFSatetyManuai (quant.) x$i6.45=_ 

#6002TrampolineSa1ety Manual (quant.) x $ 9.95= _ 

Total amount enclosed _ 
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1985 USGF Congress 

First 20 Years Come To Successful Close 


By Mike Botkin 


F or the 1985 USGF Con- 
gress, it was a bit of nostal- 
gia and a bit of history 
repeating itself but it was a 
huge success. Scenic Salt 
Lake City, Utah was the setting for 
this the 20th anniversary of the 
gathering of gymnastics minds the 
weekend of September 12-15. 

As was noted by many in atten- 
dance, Congress has run through cer- 
tain phases over the past two decades. 
In the beginning it was a period con- 
sumed with meetings with hardly 
time to sit and chat with others. Then, 
there was a movement to get it away 
from the strict time table and allow 
coaches time to exchange views and 
techniques in an open forum type 
atmosphere. But 1985 went back to the 
meetings which was in accordance 
with what the coaches wanted. 

Interaction became a key word to 
the participants. That's what many of 
the meetings focused on during the 
weekend of idea sharing. One partic- 
ular instance was the interaction 
between coaches and judges. "This is 
by far the most informative Congress 
we've had on coaching techniques," 
said Fred Roethlisberger, head coach 
at the University of Minnesota. "All we 
used to do at these meetings was to 
hash over management problems, but 
this year we focused on how to 
improve our coaching techniques and 
gymnasts. This was the best one I've 
seen." 

The list of speakers reads, and is, 
the ‘Who's Who' of gymnastics 
experts in the United States. Whether 
is was Don Peters, 1984 Women's 
Olympic coach speaking about the 
uneven bars and release moves, his 
counterpart on the men's side Abie 
Continued on page S 

Prior to her aimouncemenl ns 3955 Female gym- 
nast of the year, Kathy Johnson lectures to a large 
crowd in the Exhibitor's hall . 16 3985 USCFbyDaoe 
Black). 
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Announcing the . . . 

1986 aSGF CONGRESS 


Once again, the CJSQF will present an outstanding program, 
featuring the finest clinicians and professionals in the sport 
The 1986 Congress will provide you with essential, useful infor- 
mation on coaching technique, rules interpretation, running a 
successful, profitable operation, and more. 

The highlights of the 1986 Congress in SL Louis: 

• The latest on Safety Certification 

• New Rules and Code interpretation 

• Lecture/Demonstrations by top 
technicians 


1986 CISGF Congress — 

Facts at a Glance 

Date: September 24-28 
Site: Adam's Mark Si. Louis Holel 
Fourth and Chestnut 
St. Louis, Missouri 63102 
(314) 241-7400 

When making reservations, ask for "1986 
(JSQF Congress special rates.' 

Sufficient rooms are resen/ed for Congress up 
to August 10, 1986. 

Reserve early to assure room and special dis- 


• Videotape skill analysis for 
coaches, judges 



Fee; S55 for 6SGF professional members before Au- 
gust to. 1985, 

S65 for (JSGF professional members after Au- 
gust 10. 1985. 

S75 for non-tlSGF professional members be- 
fore August 10. 1985. 

S85 for non-USQF professional members after 
August 10, 1985. 

Feeincludes; • Freeentrancetoallleclures, master 



• Final Awards Banquet and Dance 
Special Often Caritoean Cruise for Two! 



the U.S.S. Norway! So block off your 
calendar for September 24-28, 1986, 
and register for the 1 986 GSGF Con- 
gress today! 

Registration: Fill out the registration form below and 
mail, along with your registration fee, 

1986 USGF Congress 
(l.S, Gymnastics Federation 
1099 N. Meridian, #380 
Indianapolis. IN 462(M 


'86 USGF CONGRESS REGISTRATION FORM 


Name Date. 







Please check appropriate box: 

□ Women’s Program □ Men’s Progrr 

im 0 Rhythmic Program 

O Coach Q Judge □ Club Owner/Administrator 

n Other, olease spe.rifv: 



Congress Fee: S75.00 per person. 
$65.00 after August Kith. 

$20 off Congress Fee for 
OSCF Professional Members. 


aSCF PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIP # 


Please return this registration form with 
check for fee to USGF Congress: 
1099 N. Meridian, Suite 380 
Indianapolis, IN 46204 


PRIMARY INTEREST/PGRPOSE FOR ATTENDING CONGRESS: 
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from page 6 

Grossfeld teaching an eager group 
about release moves on the men's 
horizontal bar or rhythmic experts 
Alla Svirsky and Candace Feinberg 
espousing, during a lecture demon- 
stration, on lead up progressions of 
the hoop and clubs, all speakers held 
the eager audiences in the palms of 
their collective hands throughout. 

This is in no way an attempt to sin- 
gle out these speakers as the best, 
because, according to the attendees, 
all involved did a very educational 
job. 

Adding to the prestige of the week- 
end, several of our Olympic athletes 
were present to lend attendees the 
benefit of their wisdom. Kathy John- 
son, one of the most revered women 
in the sport, gave a very energetic and 
informative talk on her feelings look- 
ing back at the Games. "I was petri- 
fied," she said about having to go out 
for her Olympic finals beam routine. 
"1 was so scared I just wanted to quit. 
That's when I just had to dig down 
deep and go out and do the very best 
1 could," she emitted to the crowd 
gathered around her in the exhibition 
area. Peter Vidmar, who every time 
he turned around was being congrat- 
ulated on the recent birth of his and 
Donna's son, was there to meet with 
participants and exhibitors alike. Jim 
Hartiing made the scene to help out 
one of his collegiate coaches, Jim 
Howard, during his lecture demon- 
stration on rings. Olympic gold medal 
skater Scott Hamilton, who has won 
everything in that sport for the past 
four years, couldn't resist an invita- 
tion and came to see the exhibitor's 
area. 

Even with all the success of the pro- 
grams, meetings and demonstrations, 
it was the closing banquet that 
touched the hearts of all there. There 
were several happenings that will be 
long remembered for those who 
attended. As it is, the banquet is the 
scene of the announcements of many 
kinds, which include the tapping out 
of the athletes and coaches of the year. 
During the 1984 Congress in Indian- 
apolis, Indiana there was the presence 
of the Olympic team and the Gold 


Btlit Koroli/i worki in /lis leclure ilmuwslivtioii 
with one of his gymmsls. 


Medalist Tour to give the banquet an 
extra jolt of excitement. This year, it 
was the announcements of the 
coaches and athletes of the year. 

First up on the podium as men's 
athlete of the year was a very deserv- 
ing character who has been around 
the competitive circuit for many of his 
25 years. Brian BabciKk, whose name 
is synonymous with perseverance, 
was selected after recovering from a 
knee injury to come back and win the 
all-around in the 1985 Championships 
of the USA in Jacksonville, Fla. 

The next recipient, on the women's 
side, turned out to be a very emo- 
tional Kathy Johnson. "As you can 
tell," said Johnson as she tried in vain 
to hold back the tears of joy, "I wasn't 
expecting this award." As she 
regained her composure, as she has 
done many times during her com- 
petitive career, Johnson explained, "1 
love this sport and want to give back 
to it everything I can. To be selected 
by my peers means the world to me." 

The gutsy performance of the 
rhythmic gymnast of the year during 
her sport's Championships of the 
USA was the impetus behind her 
selection for 1985's top spot. Valerie 


Zimring, who, it was rumored early in 
the year, had hung up her hoop, came 
back to place third all-around during 
the Championships. "I just couldn't 
give up the sport," she said later dur- 
ing the after banquet dance. "I wanted 
to see if 1 .still had the competitive 
spirit, to see if I had lost it. But you 
know what, I haven't. It’s still there," 
said the California native. 

The development of rhythmic gym- 
nastics in the United States has been 
progressing very steadily thanks to a 
large part of the efforts of Alla Svirsky, 
who was chosen as Rhythmic Gym- 
nastics coach of the year for 1985. The 
transplanted Russian, now living in 
Southern California, has been repeat- 
ing the same message over and over 
for many years, and since the sport's 
debuts In the Olympics, her word is 
finally sinking in. "There is no other 
sport in the world like rhythmic gym- 
nastics." she said. "It is a beautiful 
sport for women." 

The women's artistic side of the 
sport chose SCAT'S compadres Mary 
Wright and Steve Gerlach as co- 
coaches of the year. The two work 
hand in hand with many of this na- 
tion’s top gymnasts, and the selection 
was well received. 
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Needing no introduction, but quite 
possibly a hook to get him off the 
stage, Bill Meade was selected men's 
coach of the year and seized the 
opportunity to filibuster and tell 
stories for a good portion of an hour. 
"I've waited 37 years to get up here, 
and I'm going to take advantage of it," 
said the veteran coach. Later Meade 
had to chance to reflect and said; 
"This award, like the Olympic gold 
medal, was one I never thought 1 
would see in my lifetime. I don’t kid 
myself, if Brian (Babcock) wouldn't 
have won the Championships, 1 prob- 
ably wouldn’t have even nominated 
myself. Every morning 1 come in my 
office and bow to it (the plaque) as it 
hangs on the wall. I'm very, very 
appreciative but I haven't let it change 
my hatsize." Spoken in true Bill 
Meade form. 

Besides these awards, some other 
very important people were recog- 
nized for the contributions they have 


made over the years to the gymnastics 
community, Delene Darst, the peach 
from Altanta, was selected for the Hall 
of Fame. Nora Hitzell, an important 
cog in the rhvthmic wheel, was hon- 
ored with a Service Award for her sup- 
port, dedication and tireless efforts in 
behalf of her sport, Also, selected for 
Service Awards was the trio of 
Whiter Anson, Ion Cada and Gary 
Brecht- Main gymnastics trainer and 
longtime supporter Jack Rockwell was 
also selected for a Service Award as 
was Les Sasvary for his dedication and 
service to the sport over the years. 

With the first 20 years of Congress 
coming up such a monumental clos- 
ing, one can only ponder at what suc- 
cesses lie ahead. At the time of the 
initial gathering an Olympic gold 
medal was just a pipe dream, now it is 
a reality. Gymnastics is progressing 
by leaps and bounds, and it is stagger- 
ing to think where the sport may land 
in another 20 years. 
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(Above) Mary Wright and Steve Gerlacli accept 
awards as women's co-coachesofihe year. (Below) Bill 
Meade speaks candidly lo captive audience after his 
selection as men’s coach of the year. 




(Upper left) Abie Crossfeld and USGF Exeailitv 
Director Mike jacki (far left) confer as Jon Cada and 
Whiley Anson inspect Iheir Service Awards. Peter 
Vidmar sits looking on. CLoii’er left) Alpha Factor's 
booth looks busy. (Belcno)Don Peter lets the crowd in 
on good tips nfowt uneven bars. (O 2985 USGF by 
Dave Black). 
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SCATS Foster Perched Atop Junior National Team 


By Mike Botkin 

U sing the Rocky Moun- 
tains as a backdrop, the 
top female junior talent 
in the country as- 
sembled for the 1985 
USGF Gymnastics Junior USA Cham- 
pionships in sunny Salt Lake City, 
Utah September 13-15. SCATS Dee 
Dee Foster nudged teammate Jennifer 


Barton to take the No. 1 poll position 
on the Junior National Team. 

Just a few weeks prior to this meet, 
the juniors competed in Atlanta's 
American Classic and the roles had 
been reversed. Barton had edged Fos- 
ter. "I had really expected Barton to 
win," said SCATS Head Coach Don 
Peters. '’But she (Barton) had hurt her 
back in the finals in Atlanta {slipped 
while warming up on bars) and that 


prevented her from training prop- 
erly." 

Peters feels with this close one-two 
finish, both youthful gymnasts will 
use this experience and apply it 
towards their next task which will 
come at the prestigious Chunichi Cup 
mid November in Japan. 'Both gym- 
nasts are doing very well," said the 
1984 Women's Olympic coach. "Most 
countries send its top athletes to the 


12 
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OtfO Dee Dee Foster piiislied the meet in gronil 
fashion taking the ali-nround title, (right) Sim/ii 
Knapp oj Berks placed second in the 9-13-pear-old 
division, f© 1985 USGF, photos bp Dave Black). 


Chunichi Cup, so it should be an 
excellent opportunity for some 
young, fresh talent to come in and 
fare very well. They won't be worn 
out from the World Championships." 

Barton, who hails from Jackson- 
ville, Florida used stronger optional 
scores, which according to Peters is 
switched with her usual strength in 
compulsories, to defeat third place 
finisher Hope Spivey by the nar- 
rowest .02. Rounding out the top five 
qualifiers are Melissa Marlowe, the 
home-town favorite hailing from the 
city and training at Rocky Mountain 
Gymnastics, in fourth .20 behind the 
Parkette's Spivey Rhonda Faehn out 
of Karolyi's Gymnastics placed .16 
behind Marlowe. Behind Foster's 
strong 73-260 the next four finishers 
placed within .38 of each other. 

Foster's performance throughout 
the two days of competition was very 
consistant. Except for a slip on com- 
pulsory beam and an over rotated 
layout double on optional floor her 
scores were all above the 9.0 mark. 
She and Marlowe stole the show dur- 
ing the optional round as they both 
turned in neat perfect bars routines to 
grab the top scores of the meet, a 9.70. 
Foster, whose hobbies include singing 
and dancing, scored 9.50 in vault and 
a 9.30 on beam to add to her already 
insurmountable lead after compuiso- 
ries. It was her favorite event, floor, 
that gave her the most problems dur- 
ing the optional round. 

Barton, who had some problems in 
compulsories, finished strong and 
along with Faehn had the distinction 
of being the only two juniors to hit all 
four routines for scores of 9.0 or bet- 
ter. "Jennifer has been performing 
well all year," said Peters whose gym- 
nast had placed first in Atlanta and 
second earlier in Colorado Springs. 
"But Dee Dee (whose given name is 
Dione) just had a great meet. She has 
been improving very steadily." 

The real importance of this meet, 
which was run in conjunction with 
the USGF Congress, was the selection 
of the 1985 Junior National team. The 
top eight finishers in this meet 
become the national team. Adding to 
the top five came Kristine Johnson, 
who is a relative newcomer in the 


sport with just four years of experi- 
ence in sixth, Johnson's finish gave 
SCATS three of the top six spots. 
Alyssa Solomon joined teammate 
Spivey on the roster as she placed sev- 
enth for her Parkette team and 
Brooklyn Park Minnesota native and 
Olympic Gymnastics Academy mem- 
ber Jennifer Hagbcrg grabbed the 
final spot on the national team with 
her 69.720 total. 


Juniors 9-13 Years Old 

T he Junior-Junior National 
Team competed in an 
optioiral round only and 
Karolyi's Kristie Phillips 
set the pace for this divi- 
sion- Phillips has been developing a 
friendly rivalry with second place 
finisher Sunja Knapp of Berks and 
third place finisher Pheobe Mills. The 
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) DEE DEE FOSTER 
SCATS 
COMP: 

OPT : 

TOTAL 

2 JENNIFER BARTON 
SCATS 
COMP: 


TOTAL 

3 MOPE SPIVEY 
PARKETTES 
COMP: 


TOTAL: 

4 MELISSA MARLOWE 
ROCKY MTN 
COMP: 


TOTAL; 

5 RHONDA FAEHN 

KAROLYI'S 

COMP: 

OPT : 

TOTAL 

6 KRISTINE JOHNSON 

SCATS 

COMP; 


TOTAL: 

7ALYSSA SOLOMON 
PARKETTES 
COMP: 


TOTAL: 

B JENNIFER HAQBERG 
OLYMPIC ACO 


TOTAL: 

9 TAMMY MARSHALL 
SCHNAARS 
COMP: 


TOTAL 

10 SUSIE SILVERMAN 
MARVATEENS 
COMP; 


TOTAL: 

12 EILEEN ROCCHIO 
WILL-MOOH 


TOTAL- 

13 DAWN NEWMAN 
INTERNATNL 
COMP: 


TOTAL; 

14 MINDY MEISSNER 
CINCINNATI 
COMP: 


15 DANIELLE PRITTS 
TAG GYMN 
COMP: 


nior U.S.A. Championships 
14 Yr. Old — Juniors 
hted . . . Comp-60% ’ Opt-40%) 
09-13-1985 
Salt Lake City, Utah 
VAULT BARS BEAM 


FLOOR A. A. 


9.30 35.15 

9 30 37 10 

18.60 71.860 


8.45 35.00 

9.00 36.65 

17.34 71.480 

8.70 34.95 

17.72 70.420 


B9S 35.85 


17.40 68.940 

8.75 33.25 


1692 66.440 

6.00 34.15 


Hometown favorite Missy Marlowe (left) made the teem with her fourth 
place all-around /in/sh m the 34 year old division. lennifer Barton (right) of 
SCATS wasa solid second behind Dee Dee Foster. (*1985 USCF.pholosby 
Dave Black.) 
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three have been battling for the top 
spot all year and with this all-around 
win, Phillips takes the lead. 

"I feel 1 get my biggest competition 
from Knapp and Mills," said Phillips. 
"1 didn’t really think I had a chance to 
win by such a large margin. 1 thought 
that if I won, it would be by the skin of 
my teeth," said the Baton Rouge, 
Louisiana native. 

Phillips' fortunes were formulated 
early on as she started on beam with a 
9.45. "I hit that routine dead solid," 
she said. Her next event was floor, 
which just happens to be her favorite 
and she dazzled the crowd, and her 
coach Bela Karolyi with a 9.65 routine 
which was the highest score awarded 
in this division. "It was one of the best 
floor routines of my life," said the 
exhuberant 13-year-old. "I felt really at 
ease and didn't have to cover up any 
mistakes." As a note, Phillips’ highest 
mark came on the floor exercise when 
she was awarded a 9.85 for her routine 
in the 1985 City of the Popes meet in 
Avignon, France where she won that 
individual event and placed sixth all- 
around. 

A fall on beam proved to be the 
difference between first and second 
place for Knapp. "I was pretty glad 
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about the meet except for that fall. It 
was at the end of my routine and 1 
went for my dismount and my foot 
missed the beam. Phillips was .7 
ahead of me at that time and they took 
off a point for the fall." Knapp ended 
up with an 8.55 score which even- 
tually dropped her into the second 
spot. 

Knapp learned a lot about herself 
afterherfall off beam. She had put her 
back up against a wall and needed 
some good routines to secure her 
place on the Junior National team. 
"Before the meet I was very nervous. 1 
didn't think I was going to make the 
team." After the fall it was on to bars. 
"My bars were going bad in practice 
but 1 couldn't let that slow me down. 
My coach (Tom McCarthy) told me to 
keep my head together and not to get 
an attitude. He told me that he didn't 
care if I won that just getting here was 
a great job." Her final two routines 
were bars and vault and Knapp came 
through with scores of 9.35 and 9.40 
respectively. 

Karolyi's gym occupied the third 
and fourth spots in the results as Mills 
and Robin Carter placed .15 behind 
each other. "It really helps me to prac- 
tice with Mills," said Phillips. "We are 


pulling for each other almost as much 
as we pull for ourselves." 

The driving force behind the three 
top-five finishers is the head man of 
the Karolyis gym, Bela. Visions of the 
big Romanian tossing petite gymnasts 
around in a congratulatory hug are 
commonplace in the mind's of the 
American public. But, according to 
Phillips, there is another side to the 
man behind the moustache. "Before 
the meet he sits us down to talk to us. 
He is very motivating and urges us to 
do our very best. He wants us to know 
that however we do, he is behind us 
100 percent," said Phillips. 

Puget Sound's Kelly Baker used her 
consistant performance to garner her 
a fifth place spot on the team followed 
by Berks' Tiffany Sniegocki in sixth 
and Marsha Crawford and Leslie 
Hammond were knotted in a tie for 
seventh. Crawford, who trains under 
Bill and Donna Strauss had her best 
event in her favorite event, floor as 
she received a 9.20. Hammonds, who 
trains at Gymnastics West under Mike 
West has been involved in the sport 
for five years and, while not training 
or competing, she likes to collect 
stuffed animals and jog. 
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1 KRISTIE PHILLIPS KA 

OPTIOMAL: 

a SUNJA KNAPP BE 


OPTIONAL; 

3 PHOEBE MILLS 
OPTIONAL; 

« ROBIN CARTER 
OPTIONAL: 

5 KELLY BAKER 
OPTIONAL: 

6 TIFFANY SNIEGOCKI 
OPTIONAL: 

7 MARSHA CRAWFORD 
OPTIONAL: 

7 LESLIE HAMMOND 
OPTIONAL: 

9 KAREN DALTON 
OPTIONAL; 

>0 CATHERINE WILLIAMS 
OPTIONAL: 

.1 LAURA DAVIS 
OPTIONAL: 

12 LISA PANZIHONI 
OPTIONAL: 

12 LISA LAZAR 
OPTIONAL: 

14 KRISTI O'AMELKD 
OPTIONAL: 

15 TRACI CflOVER 
OPTIONAL. 

16 DANNA LISTER 
OPTIONAL: 

16 JENNY DONALDSON 
OPTIONAL: 

18 JANE BALASCKI 
OPTIONAL; 

19 LAURA PYKETT 
OPTIONAL; 

’0 NICOLE PETERSON 
OPTIONAL: 

■1 NADYA MASON 
OPTIONAL: 

ROBIN FIEDERLEIN 
OPTIONAL; 

>3 DEBBIE GONOEK 
OPTIONAL: 

>4 MEGAN FENTON 
OPTIONAL: 

?5 JULIET BANQERTER 
OPTIONAL: 


KAROLYI'S 

KAROLYIS 

PUGET SOUND 

BERKS 

RARKETTES 

GVMN WEST 

ALMADEN VY 

PUGET SOUND 

SCATS 

PARKETTES 

PARKETTES 

SCATS 

GYMN WEST 

GYM COUNTRY 

ROCKY MT 

PARKETTES 

MILWAUKEE 

GYM-NEST 

MARVATEENS 

GYM-CATS 

PARKETTES 

ROCKY MT 

DESERT DEVL 


25 9 00 7 


9.B5 37.1 
9.60 36.1 
9.10 36.i 
9.20 36.: 
9 00 36.: 
615 36 
9.20 35.1 
9.10 35.: 
9.10 3Si 
9.00 35.. 
9.10 35.: 
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McDonald’s World Championship 
Team Triais Finai Test 


By Mike Botkin 

I t became a one shot show. All 
the athletes knew it and not all 
the coaches agreed with it but 
what it boiled down to was 
place in the top eight at the 1985 
McDonald's World Championships 
Team Trials and be whisked off to 
Montreal to compete against the 
world. No pressure, right? 

In a big meet situation, the mind 
can influence, either in a positive or 
negative way, the actions of the body. 
With a trip to the World Champion- 
ships on the line, pressure played a 


big part in this particular confronta- 
tion. 

As was the situation in the Olympic 
Trials, the important goal is to simply 
make the team. Winning is nice, but 
making the team is more important. 
Take the case of Brian Babcock. Fresh 
off a successful Sports Festival where 
he not only placed first all-around, but 
tied fellow competitor Scott Johnson's 
record for most medals won, Babcock 
could have placed at lot of pressure on 
himself to win this meet and defend 
his national title. 

Babcock, as well as his veteran 
coach Bill Meade, knew the two most 



important aspects of this meet were to 
make the team and come through 
without an injury. Couple that with 
the performance of the Olympians 
Tim Daggett and Johnson in the 
Championships of the USA and the 
rigorous training schedule they had 
instilled upon themselves since that 
time, Babcock knew his chances of 
winning were not gone, but dimin- 
ished. 

"We knew they (Daggett and John- 
son) would come in prepared," said 
Meade. "They had been on a very 
busy trail before the Championships 
with commitments and didn't have 
that much time to train. But they have 
been working very hard and have a lot 
of experience behind them," said 
Meade. "Brian and 1 were pleased 
with third place." 

Marie Rothlisberger's situation was 
different than that of Babcock's as the 
pressure, coupled with a long com- 
petition trail, effected her in the com- 
pulsory round which eventually 
aided in her finishing fifth. 
Roethlisberger began the meet with a 
bang, a 9.60 on bars, which tied her 
with Sabrina Mar and Joyce Wilborn 
for highest score awarded. Then her 
hand slipped off the horse on vault, 
8.75. More problems during her floor 
exercise routine, 8.95 and the same on 
beam, 8.95. 

According to her coach Don Peters, 
Roethlisberger's meet was uncharac- 
teristic. “It's been a long season for 
her," he said. "She has been going 
strong with a competition every 
month since the American Cup. She 
got caught taking things for granted 
and thinking ahead and had a bad 
meet." 

But to her credit, during the final 
day of competition she finished with a 
37.90 to secure her to the most impor- 
tant goal, that of making the team. 

Sabrina Mar has been handling the 
pressure very well. Mar, who has a 


Coiisiitency pUiyeii a big pari in Yolaiide Alarily'i 
fighlb place finish. She scored 71.710 poiii/s lo be 
eligible /cr allernale lo the l\drUI Championship 
Team, i© 19SS USGF, pholo by Dave Bind). 
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Lisa Wittwer mmowli/ missed her chance at com- 
peting in the World Championships bt/ placing sev- 
enth, just behind Finn Bileck. f© 7985 USCF, photo 
fey Dave Black). 


very impressive track record this year 
with wins in the Championships, at 
the Trials and a very good showing 
against the Chinese in a dual meet, 
did have a shakey beam routine dur- 
ing compulsories (8.70) but was very 
consistantin the other three events. “I 
don't think this was her best meet," 
said Mar's coach Peters. "She is devel- 
oping well and has been making 
steady progress for over a year now. 
She is starting to do some things in 
the gym now that she will incorporate 
later. She has a lot of growth left in 
gymnastics." 

There are those in the sport of gym- 
nastics that thrive on pressure. Dag- 
gett and Johnson are two such 
examples. Daggett reacted to the pres- 
sure of the Championships and 
aUowed it to affect his performance. "I 
was very apprehensive at the Cham- 
pionships. It was the first time I had 
gone into a meet as the top dog and I 
had never experienced tliat before," 
said the muscular Olympic gymnast 
aptly nicknamed the Bull. "I had 
always been trying to catch Mitch 
Gaylord, Peter Vidmar and Bart Con- 
ner. I was too nervous which was very 
detrimental and I started competing 
for score." 

But Daggett went back to training 
the way he did for the Olympics, for 
the Trials and consequently came out 
and planted himself securely in the 
No. 1 position going into the World 
Championships. "There is nothing 
like the World Championships or an 
Olympics," said the Massachusetts 
native. "It's a whole different atmos- 
phere. There is an extreme amount of 
pressure, why even the podium train- 
ing is scary. You get 11 minutes and 
everyone has to get up on podium 
and accomplish something. It's 
extremely good to have a coach like 
Abie Grossfeld who has been in a sit- 
uation like that before." 

“This is going to be an all out meet," 
Daggett continued. "I like that kind of 
competition, it's the right kind of 
psyche forme. You have to do the best 
routine you can do. If you do a so-so 
routine, you won't make finals. It 
becomes an all out effort just like in 
practice." Daggett feels he, as well as 


the rest of the American delegation, 
will be up to speed on their com- 
petitors. "I've seen what everyone in 
the world is doing and we're right up 
there." 

Even though many are speculating 
this may be our freshman year in 
terms of experience, there are many 
that think differently. Johnson feels 
there is plenty of experience and lead- 
ership on the men's side. Bringing 
their Olympic experience into the 
meet, Johnson and Daggett are the 
odds on favorites to provide iead- 
ership. But also taken into account are 
the experienced Babcock, Phil Cahoy, 
Billy I^ul. All have been around the 
international competition circuit for 
many years and they should be able to 
provide leadership help to the likes of 


Charles Lakes, Dan Hayden and to 
alternate Brian Ginsberg who aren't 
quite as weathered. 

On the women's side, Kelly Gar- 
rison, who placed second in the Trials, 
will be looked tow'ard for her lead- 
ership. "All the girls are working 
extremely well with each other," said 
Peters. "Garrison has the most experi- 
ence on the team. She has more than 
Roethlisberger because she has com- 
peted in a World Championships 
before. Marie was an alternate on both 
the World Championships and Olym- 
pic teams." 

There is concern on both sides at the 
performance during the compulsory 
round. There was some hesitation on 
the part of the judges to score athletes 
too high, but all-in-all the scores 
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Exptriemrd Billy Biul will add depth to the World 
Oampioiiship Itam from hi) allermle spot . f© 7935 
USet photo hy Dave Black!. 



seemed a bit low. "The compulsories 
at the Trials were not very good," said 
Peters. "We can perform much better 
than that." 

Fred Roethlisberger was in a unique 
situation. He had four gymnasts com- 
peting and the meet was in his home 
town. Although none of the men 
made the World Championship team, 
Roethlisberger was very pleased with 
their efforts. "In the Championships 
of the USA we had all four of them 
right in a row. It was a good situation 
for us to have all four training for this 
event," he said. 

The senior Roethlisberger also feels 
the compulsories could be improved 
if the United States wants to enjoy the 
same success it has had in the past. “1 
think the top six are pretty good, but I 
think they can do much better. They 
should have more confidence across 
the line in themselves. We are going 
to be very strong, close to the Jap- 
anese and the East Germans," said 
Roethlisberger. 

Jennifer Sey, of the Parkettes used a 
very consistent performance to come 
in third. She, along with teammate 
and fifth place finisher Tracy Galore, 
have been steadily improving and 


Twin City dubs Vie For Prizes At World 


By Jana Wilson 


I f you still think the individual 
has no effect in the greater 
scheme of things, consider 
Kim Bachand. 

The 11-year-old gymnast, 
who trains at North Shore Gymnastics 
Association near Minneapolis-St. 
Paul, won the USGF-McDonald's 
World Championships Team Trials 
ticket selling contest in September. 
Grand prize: An expense-paid trip for 
two to the World Championships in 
Montreal courtesy of the McDonald's 
Corp. 

"Kim worked extremely hard to get 
this prize," said coach Debby 
Mahoney. "When she found out she 
had won, she started crying right at 
the gym." 

The gymnast will be accompanied 
by both Mahoney and Patty Cum- 
mings, another coach at North Shore. 



"We’re pleased to become involved 
in gymnastics at the local level," said 
Gary Yeakle, manager of sports mar- 
keting for McDonald's. "McDonald’s 
continues to be active in the support 
of gymnastics at all levels, from assist- 
ing local clubs right up through being 
a major corporate sponsor of this 
years World Championships in 
Montreal." 

Twin Cities clubs also competed for 
prizes donated by AMF American. 


Winning those honors were: First, 
Crowley’s Gymnastics Center, St. 
Paul, and second, St. Anthony Park 
Gymnastics Club, also in St. Paul. 
Both clubs received state-of-the-art 
springboards. The first-place winners 
also received one of the McDonald's 
arena banners from the Team Trials, 
autographed by the new U.S. World 
Championships team. The second- 
place club received an autographed 
meet poster. 
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Brum Ginsberg showed the pressure didn't bother 
him placing eighth thus taking the final spot on the 
team. Ginsberg is a gymnast for the UCLA Bruins. 
(© 1955 USCF, photo by Dave BlackL 


climbing the ladder towards the top 
positions. Pam Bileck was able to 
withstand pressure on her weak 
ankles which have been giving her fits 
lately to make the sixth slot on the 
team. She used a strong optional 
round to make her way onto the team 
with scores all over the 9.15 mark. 

Backing up the top six will be alter- 
nates Lisa Wittwer out of the Olympic 
Gymnastics Academy and Yolande 
Mavity from the National Academy. 

Following the parade of Olympians 
Daggett and Johnson are current 
national champion Babcock, 
Nebraska's Phil Cahoy, Arizona 
State's Dan Hayden, and Illinois' 
Charles Lakes who came back from a 
disasterous compulsory high bar rou- 
tine (7.90) to make the team. Lakes 
was not in a good position after the 
first day as he garnered one 9.00 
score, while the rest were below that 
mark. 

Backing up this team will be a cou- 
ple of California boys. Billy Paul from 
the UC Berkeley wound up seventh 
and Brian Ginsberg out of UCLA was 
eighth. 


Team Trials 

One side benefit to including the 
clubs was the feeling of goodwill 
established between USGF and the 
local clubs, Jacki added. Local orga- 
nizers Linda Thorberg and Tim 
LaFleur (who also serves on the USGF 
Board of Directors) did much to make 
the Twin City organizing effort a suc- 
cess. 

Honorable mentions for outstand- 
ing ticket sales also go to; Mini Hops 
Gymnastics Club, Academy of Artis- 
tic Gymnastics, Thompson Academy 
of Gymnastics (TAGS), Forest Lake 
Flyaways, Sunburst Gymnastics, and, 
of course, the North Shore Gym- 
nastics Association. 


(Left) Kim Banchand. an V-year-old enrxilh 
North Sham Gymnastics Association, beams pmiidly 
after teaming she had uvn the USCF/McDonald's 
lickcl-selting contest for the World Champioi 


Team Trials. She wilt be accompanied by coaches 
Debby Mahoney tiefit and Patti Cummings. fUSGF 
photo) 



For Results, See Pages 22-23 
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McDonald’s World Championship Team Trials 
Results, Men 


FLR P-HRNGS VLTPBARHBAFI TOTAL 

UCLA 

COMP: 9.SS 9.50 9.3S 9.15 9.50 9.56 56.60 

TOTAL: 19 00 18. BO 18.80 18.65 19 10 19 80113 550 
NEBRASKA 

COMP: 9.45 9.85 S.50 9.20 9.05 8.9S 55.40 

OPT: 9.25 9-10 9.60 9.65 9.45 9.40 56.45 

TOTAL: 18.70 18.35 19.10 18.85 18.50 18.35111.850 
SO. ILLINOIS 

COMP: 8,70 9.25 9.30 9.25 8.60 8.90 54.00 

OPT: 9.30 9.55 9.55 9.60 9.36 9.75 57.00 

TOTAL. 1800 18.80 18.85 18.75 17,95 18.65111.000 
NEBRASKA 

COMP: 8.90 9.40 8.90 8.50 8.85 8.65 53.20 

OPT 9.20 9.65 9.50 9.25 9 60 9.50 56.70 

TOTAL: 18.10 19.05 18.40 17.75 18.45 18.15109.900 

5 DAN HAYDEN ARIZONA STATE 

COMP 9 55 9.00 9.20 8 40 9.30 9.30 54.75 

OPT: 9.65 9.30 9.35 9.25 8.05 8.60 55.00 

TOTAL: 19.20 18.30 18.55 17.65 18.15 17.90109.750 

6 CHARLES LAKES ILL -CHAMPAIGN 

COMP: 8.65 8.95 8.75 9.00 8,55 7.90 51.00 

OPT- 9 40 9.60 9 05 9 50 9.60 9.5B 56.60 

TOTAL' 18 05 18.45 17.80 18.50 18.15 1745108.400 

7 BILLY PAUL CALF.-BERKELEY 

COMP: 9.20 8.45 9.10 9.10 8.20 9.25 53.30 

OPT: 9.20 8,90 9.45 9.30 9.25 8.60 54.70 

TOTAL: 18.40 1735 18.56 18.40 17.45 17.85108.000 

8 BRIAN GINSBERG UCLA 

COMP 9.05 8,30 9.00 8.85 8.30 7.80 51.30 

OPT: 9.55 3-45 9.30 9.65 9.20 9.05 55.20 

TTDTAL: 18.60 10.75 18.30 18.50 17.50 16.85106.500 


1 TIM DAGGETT 

2 SCOTT 
JOHNSON 

3 BRIAN BABCOCK 
4PHILCAHOY 


OPT 


10 COLLIN GODKIN 


12 JOEY RAY 


13 DAVID MENKE 


4 RANDY BESOSA 


9.10 8.55 8 
18.55 16.05 


TOTAL: 

MINNESOTA 
COMP 
OPT: 9.15 9.15 8 

TOTAL. 18.15 18.15 16 
CALIF.BERKELEY 

COMP: 8.80 8. 


OPT. 


I 8.85 


TOTAL 17 60 17.45 16 
MINNESOTA 
COMP. 

OPT: 9,25 8.90 8 

TOTAL 18.00 
MINNESOTA 

COMP: 8 85 8.55 8 

OPT 8.95 8.20 
TOTAL 1780 16.75 
STANFORD 

COMP 8 30 8.05 
OPT: 8.45 9.05 8 

TOTAL: 16.75 17.10 16 
UCLA 

COMP. 9.00 7.50 8 
OPT; 8.85 8.25 9 
TOTAL: 17.85 15.75 

MINNESOTA 

COMP: 9.25 7.60 7 

OPT: 9.25 8.30 9 

TOTAL: 1850 15.90 


8.35 8 95 53.10 
8.85 8 80 52.95 
17.20 17.75106.050 

8.40 8.45 51.75 
9.25 9.20 53.95 
17.65 17.65 105.700 

9.75 9.55 52.05 

8.75 9.10 52.55 
17.50 1 8 65 105.400 

8.20 8.55 51.10 

9.20 8.75 53.85 
17.40 17.30104.950 

8.30 8.90 51.75 
8.90 8.60 52.85 
17.20 17.50104.600 

7.70 9.10 50.30 
9.05 9.50 5425 

16.75 18.60104850 

7.60 9.25 51.05 

8.70 8.95 53.50 
18.30 18.20104.550 

9.20 9.35 54.90 
16.90 18.00104.400 


17 JON LOUIS STANFORD 

COMP: 8.65 8.25 8.90 
OPT- 9.45 7 85 9 25 
TOTAL; 18.10 16.1018.15 
1SRONNASTI IOWA 

COMP: 8.70 8.65 6.30 
OPT: 9.25 9.10 8.65 
TOTAL; 17.95 17.7514.95 
19 BOS GAUTHIER BRIGHAMTOUN3 

COMP: 8.65 8.05 8.15 
OPT; 9 20 8.85 8.60 
TOTAl: 17 85 16.9016 75 
OKLAHOMA 

COMP: 9.15 8.26 8.10 
OPT: 9.25 8.40 8.90 s.ju o.J3 tj.ou 52.BU 
TOTAL; 18.40 16.6517.00 1785 15.50 16.40 101 BOO 
SO ILLINOIS 

COMP: 8 55 7.00 8.35 8.60 8.20 8.05 48.75 

OPT: 8.85 8.30 8.40 890 9.00 8.10 51.55 

TOTAL; 17.40 15.3016.75 1750 17.20 16.15 100 300 
NEBRASKA 

COMP: 8.50 7.80 7.55 8.65 7.95 7.55 48 00 

OPT. 870 8.10 8 30 8.65 9.25 9.30 52.30 

TOTAL; 17.20 15.8015.85 1790 17.20 16.85 100 300 
NEBRASKA 

COMP: 8 10 7.60 7.00 8.85 6.10 8.20 45.85 

OPT; 9.10 7.70 8.80 9.25 8.95 9.25 53.05 

TOTAL; 17.20 15.3015.80 18.10 15.05 17.45 98.900 
NO. ILLINOIS 

COMP: 8.10 8.25 6.80 8.65 7lS 5.30 44 25 

TOTAL; 17.20 18.601555 16.75 15 65 14.40 96 150 
NEBRASKA 

COMP. 8,90 8.45 7,15 9.20 0.00 0.00 33.70 

OPT: 0.00 0-00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 Q.OO 

TOTAL: 8.90 8.45 7.15 9.20 0.00 0.00 33.700 



20 MIKE RICE 

21 DAVID 
LUTTERMAN 

21 TOM 

SCHLESIGNER 

23 MIKE EPPERSON 

24 TOM KENNEDY 

25 WES SUTER 



Tmj DdjjfK lakes time after his victory to leil Peter Kormaim ahoul the 
McDonald's World Championship Team Trials. Kornmnn jrns cvmmeninlor 
for ESPN al the meet. fC 3985 USCF by Dave Black). 


22 


USA Gymnastics 


November/Deccmber 1985 


McDonald’s World Championship Team Trials 
Resuits, Women 


(Weighted . . . Comp-60% ’ Opt-40%) 
09-26-19B5 
St. Paul. MInneaola 


6 FAM BILECK 
SCATS 
COMP: 


1 SABRINA MAR 

SCATS 

COMP; 9.55 

OPT : 9 30 

TOTAL; 18.90 

2 KELLY OARRISON 

OKLAHOMA 

COMP: 9.15 

OPT ; 9.65 

TOTAL: 18.70 

3 JENNIFER SEY 

PARKETTES 

COMP; 9.15 

OPT ; 950 

TOTAL: 18.58 

4 MARIE ROETHLISBERGER 

SCATS 

COMP 8 75 

OPT : 9.50 

TOTAL: 18.10 

5 TRACY CALORE 

PARKETTES 

COMP; 9.35 

OFT 9 55 

TOTAL; 18.86 


BARS BEAM 


9.60 B.70 

9 60 S.IO 

19.20 17.72 


8.95 9.15 

9.70 9.70 

18.50 16.74 


8.90 9.45 

8.90 g.EO 

17.80 19.02 


u.du e.99 

9.50 9.20 

19.12 18.10 


8.90 9.20 

9.35 9.70 

18.16 18.80 


FLOOR A.A. 


9.40 37 25 

9.70 37 70 

19.04 74.860 


9.40 36.65 

9.30 38 35 

18.72 74660 


9.15 3665 

9.60 37.60 

18.66 74.060 


6.95 36 25 

9.70 37.90 

18.50 73.820 


9.10 36.55 

8.80 37 40 

17.96 73.780 
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TOTAL: 

7 LISA WITTWER 

OLYMPIC GYM ACAD 
COMP: 

OPT - 
TOTAL; 

8 YOLANDE MAVITV 

NATIONAL ACADEMY 
COMP: 

OPT : 

TOTAL: 

9 JENNIFER FERREIRA 

SCATS 

COMP: 

OPT ; 

TOTAL: 

10JOYCEWILBORN 

NORTH STARS 
COMP: 

OPT ; 

TOTAL; 

1 1 TRACY BUTLER 

PARKETTES 

COMP: 

OPT ; 


12 LEE WISNEWSKI 

KAROLYIS 
COMP- 
OPT : 

TOT«.; 

13 KIM HAMILTON 

RICHMOND 

COMP; 

OPT : 

TOTAL: 

14 HEATHER CARTER 

TEXAS ACADEMY 
COMP: 


TOTAL: 

IS ANGIE DENKINS 
WILL-MOOR 
COMP: 


TOTAL; 

16 DENISE VILLARS 

KAROLYIS 

COMP: 

OPT : 

TOTAL: 

17RATTI MASSOELS 

ILLINOIS GYM INST 
COMP; 

OPT : 

TOTAL; 

18 KIM HURLEY 

KAROLYIS 

COMP; 

OPT : 

TOTAL: 

19 GINA SATTERLY 

SCATS 

COMP: 

OPT : 

TOTAL: 

20 JENNIFER GREENHUT 

PARKETTES 

COMP: 

OPT : 

TOTAL; 

21 CORRINNE WRIGHT 

GYM-CATS 

COMP; 

OPT : 

TOTAL: 


9.55 

18.02 


8.75 


17 90 


7.95 


16.82 


3.30 


8.85 

17.04 


8.10 

16.62 


3.80 


6.25 

17.16 


3.60 


9.30 

17,76 


9.10 36.10 
9.10 36.75 
18.20 72.720 


890 

17.62 


34.75 

36.60 

70.980 


8.80 36.80 


9.15 36.05 


35.45 

35.05 

70.590 


9 30 36.85 


9.05 

17.98 


34.35 

35.95 

69.980 


8.75 34.35 





XXliIrd 

World 

Championships 

November 3-10, 1985 


Valenlin Mof-ilnyi, URS 
World Chanipi.m Parallel B. 


Featuring photos t>v Dave Black 




BckIc In The USSR 


Soviets Set Standards Securing Men's 
And Women's Titles 

1985 World Gymnastics Championships, Montreal Canada 


By Mike Botkin 
Preamble 

T he 1985 World Champion- 
ships in Montreal, Canada 
was a greatly anticipated 
event. Due to the boycott 
of the 1984 Olympic 
Games, the appearance of the Soviet 
block nations gave the meet an inter- 
national air that hadn't been felt in 
some time. 

Although the Soviet Union domi- 
nated the competition throughout, 
there were still many fine perform- 
ances by other countries. 


Russia’s ValeiUin Mogilnui tlefH tvas cue of set"- 
eral from his country to lake lop honors ill iiiiiividual 
events. He lied with East Gcnnani/'s Sylvio Kmll for 
Ihe parallel bars litle. lAboivt UM's S/il>/-mn Mar 
stand next to Natalia Yurichoiko as they tied for 
sixth in vaulting. An oitra/l vntw of Ihe Velodrome 
site of Ihe World Championships is next to llicni. (O 
1985 USGF). 


The following is a recap of the 
events which took place. Each session 
is labeled leading you through the 
meet as it occurred. 

Women’s Podium Training 
A brief chance to scout out the 
opposition came during the podium 
training sessions prior to the meet. 
The Soviet's Olga Mostepanova has 
been hampered for a year by an ankle 
injury, This was her first major com- 
petition since suffering that setback. 

The Romanians came out to train- 
ing as a very spirited group always 
shouting encouragement to team- 
mates. They warmed up on floor 
without the use of spotters. 

U.S.A. alternates Yolande Mavity 
and Lisa Wittwer did not participate in 
the final training, although the two 
did get some podium work in pre- 
viously. This gave the top six time to 
familiarize themselves with the appa- 


ratus and the podium itself. 

Men’s Podium Training 
The Russians, by the luck of the 
draw, participated in the final rotation 
of the day. For the sneak preview the 
whole gymnastics community had 
been waiting for, there was really a 
wait. 

The late start accentuated the mys- 
terious mystique the Soviet’s had 
about them. Anticipating the Soviets 
to unleash and preview their talents 
they did little more than come out and 
stretch. 

Opening Ceremony 
After the raising of the FIG flag and 
the playing of the Canadian National 
Anthem, the podium was trans- 
formed into a dance stage consumed 
by folk and impressionistic dancers. 

To note a particular highlight was 
the performance of Canadian rhyth- 
mic gymnast Lori Fung, 1984 Olympic 
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Sy virtue of his stellar performance during the 
opiional round, Scott Johnson ended up as the highest 
,4nierican/iHis)ier in Iheall-around at 22nd. (C 19BS 
USCF). 
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well in the all-around I’m going to 
have to go out there during optionals 
and knock it out. Americans are 
known for coming back and I have 
confidence we will." 

Charles Lakes had an exceptional 
round. With only one break in his 
pommel horse routine, Lakes pro- 
vided much needed help in the scor- 
ing column. As the first U.S. com- 
petitor, he started off with a 9. 55 vault, 
followed by a 9.40 paraDel bars rou- 
tine. Lakes an excellent high bar 
worker performed an aggressive rou- 
tine receiving a 9.60. Mled off start- 
ing, he responded with a 9.45 on 
floor. Then came the major leg breaks 
on pommel and a score of 8.75. Lakes 
rebounded for his rings routine, 
which he earned a 9.35. 

"Our guys are tough with their 
backs against the wall," said 
Grossfeld. "They know they have to 
come back and they are good at it." 
Johnson added, "It's not over until it’s 
over." 


gold medalist and ninth place finisher 
at the recent World Championships in 
Spain. She was superb in the clubs 
and ball exhibition routines. 

Men's Compulsories 

T he Chinese took the early 
domination of the meet as 
they began the com- 
pulsory round in the first 
session. They streaked to a 
total of 289.45, over 12 points more 
thqp their nearest competitor in this 
session, Canada. 

The Chinese were concerned with 
the consistency in the judging from 
the morning to evening. "To compete 
in the morning is very difficult," said 
China's Coach. "The most important 
thing in gymnastics is to display your- 
self properly. I'm quite satisfied at the 
way the gymnasts displayed them- 
selves. It is impossible at this time to 
request the gymnasts to give 100 per- 
cent. We are just hoping the same 
standards are kept throughout the 
day." 

"The team title is our main goal," 
said Li Ning. “We want to score higher 
in optionals than we did in compulso- 
ries. That is our goal." 

Hungary was led by Borkai Zsolt, 
who was the only other gymnast to 
crack the China-dominated top five in 
the all-round. He finished with 57.65 
points. 

The United States did not start 


strong during its initial appearance in 
the World Championships as two of 
the first six vaulters had major breaks. 

Bad luck continued on high bar 
when the U.S. lost the services of Dan 
Hayden for the remainder of the meet 
when he dislocated his ankle on his 
dismount. After Hayden’s loss it was 
disclosed by Coach Abie Grossfeld 
that Hayden's ankle had been weak- 
ened several weeks earlier in prepara- 
tion for this meet at the training venue 
staged at Bruno Klaus' International 
Gymnastics Camp. "He only really 
tumbled on it hard three days before 
compulsories," said Grossfeld. 

The Americans did recover well 
from a situation which could have 
mentally destroyed many teams. 
"This could prove to be a good moti- 
vating factor," said Tim Daggett after 
the compulsory round. "Not that any 
injury is good, but this will give us 
something to rally around and inspire 
us tomorrow in the optionals." 

“Our confidence level wasn't there 
and it showed," said Scott Johnson. "I 
blew it on my first event (vault) but I 
made up for that mistake in a couple 
of other events. 1 really wanted to do 


Yuri Ba/ahnijoi’ the Soviet Union, lied for the 
bronze um rings with /ajimi's Kyoji Yamawaki. !0 
ms USGFk 




Marie Roellilisberf’er got her ad rolling in high 
gear after an early mistake on imrs. <& 1985 USGF). 


Laurent Barbieri of France, a vet- 
eran of the 1985 McDonald's American 
Cup, had a good day, which included 
a vault worth 9.80. 

T he members of the fifth 
round came, saw and 
swept all who were in 
their path haplessly aside. 
All whispered rumors 
about the Russians were proven 
graphically true. Power, style and pre- 
cision were all evident in each of the 
six members. 

Vladimir Artemov led the Soviet's 
round with his lowest score a 9.75 and 
his highest a 9.90. The Russians were 
very tough in the compulsories. All 
six finished in the top 12 and three 
were in the top four. Only East Ger- 
many's Sylvio Kroll was able to crack 
the upper eschelon by firmly 
entrenching himself in second with 
59.05 points, .05 behind. 

The heights the USSR reached on 
vault and high bar dismounts literally 


gave them plenty of time to complete 
tucked forward saltos or their back- 
ward salto with a twist. 

The local crowd favorite of the rota- 
tion was the Japanese. Led by Koji 
Sotomura who overcame a poor land- 
ing on high bars (9.45) to finish with a 
flurry leaving himself in fifth. Koji 
Gushiken, a national hero due in part 
to his golden performance in the 1984 
Olympics, still possesses the magical 
power to perform world class gym- 
nastics even at his extended age (he 
turned 29 the day of team finals). 
Guskiken brought the vocal crowd to 
its collective feet with a 9.95 parallel 
bars routine. 

"After I finished the Olympics, I 
though it would be nice to win a 
World Championship," said Gush- 
iken. "1 enjoy the sport and still feel I 
have something to give back to it. 
Instead of worrying about results, I 
concern myself with performing well. 
I haven't really watched the other 
teams with the competition going 
on," said Gushiken. 

The Russian's skills answered all 
questions about the type of perform- 
ance it would take to oust them from 


Kersteii Dagmar of East Gennanii uvii medals in 
imill Ibroiittcl and uimvn bars Isiit'er) (o pace her 
team to a pnc compeliliaii. f© 1935 USCP). 
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the top spot. It would have to be near 
perfect. 

Women's Compulsories 

A n opening kickoff fumble 
set the American girls 
back to begin the com- 
pulsory round. The team 
recovered and its 
defense turned into a swelling offense 
as the six responded to score 189.425 
points. 

“I call it the opening kickoff jitters, " 
said Coach Don Peters an ex high 
school football coach himself- The 
fumble occurred as three of the six fell 
off bars during their opening routine. 
Pam Bileck, Jennifer Sey and Marie 
Roethlisberger all fell during their cast 
handstand piorette. 

That, as it turned out, was the last of 
the bad news. Confidence soared as 
the team pulled together, looking 
very good in the remainder of the ses- 
sions. "I was very proud of the way 
the girls came back," said Peters. 

The comeback started as Tracy Ca- 
lore proved youth can produce under 
pressure as she executed a fine beam 
routine for a 9.150 score. From there 
the scores got progressively better 
ending with Kelly Garrison's nailed 
routine scoring a 9.775. "People say I 
was cheated on the score, but Tm 
plea.sed with it and felt it was fair." 
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The Americans took a hard com- 
pulsory road- Bars, beam, floor, then 
vault but they flourished under the 
pressure. 

"We were all pleased with the 
draw," said Garrison, referring to the 
order of events. "We all wanted to 
start out on bars. The girls like it. It 
was just unfortunate that we had to 
get so nervous." 

Biieck had a nice floor routine, scor- 
ing a 9.65. Sabrina Mar and 
Roethlisberger hobbled but recovered 
for floor scores of 9.500 and 9.275 
respectively. Sey had a great routine, 
she looked confident, her actions 
were sharp and her lines distinct as 
she came away with a 9.45. 

"Oh sure I was nervous being the 
first one up and everything, but I had 
to just put it right out of my head. I am 
very confident of my routines, so 1 felt 
very good," said Galore about her per- 
formance. 

"I think all of my events are pretty 
much equal," said Mar adding, "but 
my floor might be sharper." The cur- 
rent National Champion is a very 
strong dancer and her flexibility is a 
major plus for her floor performance. 

With a high wind of confidence at 
their backs clearing all debris, the 
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||eotards 

Now you can own the leotard that made history. 
The U.S. Women’s Gymnastics Team won an his- 
toric Silva- medal at the 1984 Los Angeles Olympics. 
Instantly, the names Mary Lou Retton, l4ithy 
Johnson, Julianne McNamara, Traces Talavera, Pam 
Bileck, Michelle Dusserre, and alternate Marie 
Roethlisberger (pictured at right) were etched in 
hearts and minds of America. 

Now you, too. can share in the glory of LA '84. The 
official leotard of the 1984 U.S. Women’s Olympic 
Team is now available through the USGF's Merchan- 
dising Department. 

Made of durable nylon, and constructed for a com- 
fortable fit, this Olympic leotard belongs in the work- 
out bag of every gymnast shooting for the gold. 

PRICE: $33.95 

SIZES: ADULT: medium small 

YOUTH; large, medium, small 
Refer to the chart below. Select the size closest 
to your measurements, and write the corre- 
sponding order number on your order term. 


ORDER #: 5003 through 5007 


NOTE: 

Fourth digit of Order # indicates size desired. 
Refer to chart below when ordering apparel. 

Adult Sizes: XL 

L M S 

Fourth Digit: 1 

2 3 4 

Youth Sizes: 

L M S 

Fourth Digit: 

5 6 7 

EXAMPLE: 


Leotard, size Youth Medium- 

ORDER # 5006 

Leotard, size Adult Small — 

ORDER # 5004 

Warmup, size Adult Large — 

ORDER # 5502 

Warmup, size Youth Small— 

ORDER # 5507 

ALL PRICES INCLUDE SHIPPING AND 

HANDLING 





~^SGF WARMUP 

The official U.S. Gymna^ics Federation Warm- 
up is a must tor athletes, coaches and profes- 
sional educators. 

Made of super-comfortable Kryolon, the satin- 
finish, cotton underlined material moves with 
your body, not against it The two-tone top is 
accented by red highlights and an embroidered 
USGF logo. 

Wide elastic bands for the wrists and waist 
ensure a snug, durable fit. The "neutral" red, 
white and blue colors compliment almoS any 
team uniform or leotard style. 

PRICE: $69.95 

SIZES: ADULT: Extra large, large, medium, small 

YPIITH: Large, medium, small 

ORDER #: 5501 through 5507 



w 


HITE SATIN JACKETS 


Smooth-as-satin nylon outer layer, insulating 
polyester inner layer, this sharp jacket is perfect 
for the athlete and team on the go. Snug-fitting 
elastic wrist bands and collar keep the cold out, 
the warmth in. USGF logo is embroidered; 
snaps close the front. 

PRICE: $37.95 

SIZES: ADULT: Extra large, large, medium, small 

YOUTH: Large, medium, small 

ORDER #:5401 through 5407 

AIL PRICES INCLUDE SH1PPIN6 AND HANDLING 


“The USGF Is a not-for-profit or- 
ganization. All proceeds from the 
sale of USGF merchandise are dedi- 
cated to preparing and training 
gymnasts throughout the U.S.A. " 




★ ★★★★★ 


"^ ^ELURE PULLOVCT 


This V-neck velure pullover is as comlortable as it 
is versatile. Soft, warm, well-constructed, it’s per- 
fect for winter wear or casually elegant occasions, 
Sturdy construction and quality velure makes this a 
pullover that will last and last, in style. 

Embroidered with the official USA Gymnastics 
logo, it makes an excellent addition to your work- 
out attire. 


PRICE: $32.95 

SIZES: ADULT: Extra large, large, medium, small 

YOUTH: Not availaOle 

ORDER #: 5301 through 5304 


LAST DIGIT OF ORDER # (fourth digiti 
DESIGNATES THE SIZE DESIRED lohart below) 

Adulliius XL 

L M S 

Last Digit 1 

2 3 4 

VDUth Sina 

L M S 

Last Digit 

5 6 7 
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SIZES: ADULT: Extra large, large, medium, small 

YOUTH: Not available 

ORDER #:5201 through 5204 


(T" 


Classic sport shirt styling with a gymnastics twist, 
this powder blue pullover is embroidered wlh the 
official USGF logo. 

The cotton-polye^er blend enhances both comfort 
and style, and the breast pocket is a handy place 
for quick notes and coaching tips. 



★ ★★★★★★★ 



they are-the most prestigious line of 
gymnastics l-shirts anywhere! They're all 
available in all sizes, so take your pick; 


LONG SLEEVES: 

“USA Gymnastics" — 

-ORDER #5111-5117 



PRICE; $10.95 each 


SHORT SLEEVES: 

‘”i^f of the Gold"— - ORDER # 5151-5157 
PRICE: $8.95 

“USA Gymnastics" ORDER # 5161-5167 

USGF Logo ORDER # 5131-5137 

“USA vs, China" ORDER # 9011-9017 

PRICE: $7.95 


1985 Championships of 

USA ORDER # 5181-5187 

1985 U S. Classic 

Nationals ORDER # 9001-9004* 

PRICE: $6.95 

SLEEVELESS: ' 

1985 World 
Championships 

Team Trials ORDER # 9021-9027 

PRICE: $6.95 'nh Shown 


ALL PRICES INCLUDE SHIPPING AND HANDLING 
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The USGF now offers a complete line of carry-all 
and travel bags to cover all your needs. From small 
shaving kits to garment bags and briefcases, alt are 
designed and constructed tor durability and easy 
use. 


BA. TOTE BAG 

Canvas construction, silk-screened USGF logo, 14*x 11", 
open top. 

PRICE: $7.95 ORDER # 5411 

ASICSITIGER CARRY ALL BAGS 
Tough nylon construction, six colors, two styles. 


6B.Si^er(^6"x11") 
6C, Movi (16”x 11”) 

BD. Orange (I6"xir') 

BE. Grey (15"x 9") 

6F. Blue (15"x 9") 

’Gold (I6"x11") 


ORDER 

# 5596 

# 5599 

# 5597 

# 5591 

# 5592 

# 5598 


PRICE; 
$10.95 
$10.95 
$10.95 
$ 8.95 
$ 8.95 
$10.95 


6G. USGF GARMENT TRAVEL BAG 
Perfect for officials and coaches on the road. Non-slip 
hangers, durable, water-resistant nylon construction, 
shoulder strap, screened USGF logo. 

PRICE: $39.95 ORDER #5511. 

BH. USGF BRIEFCASE 

Matching design with garment bag, includes multiple pock- 
^ tor keeping organized, USGF logd, 16”x 12". 

PRICE: $12.00 ORDER # 5541 

7A. USGF OFFICIAL WORKOUT BAG 
Nylon construction, screened logo, 18"x 12". 

PRICE: $9.95 ORDER #5421. 

7B. TRAVEUSHAVING KIT 

Matching color with garment bag and Briefcase, USGF 
logo, 8"x 4". 

PRICE: $5.50 ORDER # 5551. 


ALL PRICES INCLUDE SHIPPING AND HANDLING 






★ ★★★★★★★ 



★ ★★★★★★★ 



FIG CODES OF POINTS 

8A, Men's FIG Code of Points 
8B. Rhythmic FIG Code of Points 
8C. Women's FIG Code of Points 

ORDER 
# 1201 

# 1301 

# 1101 

PRICE; 

$21.50 

$21.50 

$21.50 

RULES & POLICIES 

ORDER 

PRICE: 

80. Women’s Rules & Policies 

# 1108 

$11.50 

8E. Rhythmic Rules & Policies 

# 1308 

$16.50 

8F. Men’s Rules & Policies 

# 1208 

$11.50 

COMPULSORIES TEXTS 

ORDER 

PRICE: 

8G. 1985-88 Women's Elite 
Compulsories 

#1109 

$16.50 

8H.1988 Men’s Olympic 
Compulsories 

# 1209 

$18.50 

81. 1988 Rhythmic Age Group 
Compulsories 

# 1302 

$26.50 

8J. 1988 Boy’s Age Group 
Compulsories 

#1202 

$16.50 

8K. 1985-88 Girl’s Age Group 
Compulsories 

#1111 

$11.50 


-^faOHNICAL PUBUCATIOl^ 


The USGF is your single-source supplier tor all 
technical publications, FIG codes, compulsory 
texts and rules and policies. 




9A. THE OFFICIAL USGF 
GYMNASTICS SAFETY MANUAL 

An informative, essential volume, the new 
USGF Gymnastics Safely Manual is a must 
for every serious gymna^ics professional. 
The manual is a comprehensive guide for 
the promotion of safe learning environ- 
menls for gymnasts at all levels of involve- 
ment. Designed to raise the level of safety 
awareness throughout the gymnastics 
industry, the book will serve as the official 
manual of the USGF Safety Certification 
Program. 

Covered in the USGF Gymnastics Safety 
Manual are the major areas of safety con- 
cern, including: 

-i-V Legal and medical responsibilities 
Environmental safety factors 
■iY Spotting and gymnastics safety 
iY Performer readiness 
A Trampoline safety 
-wr Gymnastics skill progressions 
Educational and safety materials 


The USGF Gymnastics Safety Manual is 
truly the gymnastics professional’s guide to 
better, safer instruction. Written by the lead- 
ing experts in their fields and edited by 
Dr. Gerald S. George, one of the most 


respected educators in gymnastics and bio- 
mechanics, the manual is the definitive text 
on the current, state-of-the-art safety proce- 
dures in gymnastics instruction. 

PRICE; $16.45 ORDER # 6001 


SAFETY POSTERS 

Always important and vital, safety aware- 
ness in gymnastics training can never be 
stressed too often or too clearly. 

These USGF Gymnastics Safety Posters 
enhance the safety message of the 
coachK and instructors in your program. 
Put them up on the wall as a alent but 
clearly visible partner in your efforts to 
improve the quality and safety aspects of 
your operation. 

PRICE; $5.00 each. 

9B. ORDER# 6101-Guidelines. 

9C. ORDER # 6102-GymnastS- 

ALL PRICES INCLUDE SHIPPING AND HANDLING 


“The USGF is a not-for-profit or- 
ganization. All proceeds from the 
sale of USGF merchandise are dedi- 
cated to preparing and training 
gymnasts throughout the U.S.A." 
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UPlO-VISUAL MATERIALS 


A single-source for inslruclional and competition audio and video cassettes, the USGF 
offers tapes of the most recent national and international competitions. Compulsory music 
tapes and instructional materials are also available. 

So upgrade your library and order today from these selections: 


WOMEN’S GYMNASTICS-VIDEO CASSETTES 

ORDER PRICE: 
1984 Olympic Games (VMS) #2101 « 45.00 

1984 Olympic Games (Beta) #2102 4 45.00 

1988 Age Grojp 

Ccmpuisones Class 2 

&3[VHS) #2105 4151.0D 

1988 Age Grojp 

Compulsories. Class 4 

&5[VHS) #2106 4151.00 

1988 Age Grojp 

Compulsories: Class 1 

(VHS) #2107 $49.95 


1984 Jr. European Champ. 

(VHS) #2111 4 31.95 


1985 Champion^ips of the 
USA: Compulsories & 

Finals lor Men and 

Women (VHS) # 2421 $ 31.3i 


WOMEN'S GYMNASTICS-AUOlO CASSETTES 

ORDER PRICE: 

1988 Age Group Compulsory 

Music # 2104 $ S.5D 

1985-88 Elite Compulsory 
Music # 2103 4 6.50 


MEN'S GYMNASTICS-VIDEO CASSETTES 

ORDER P RICE: 
1984 Olympic Games (VHS) # 2201 4 45.00 

1984 Olympic Games (Beta) # 2202 4 45.00 

1988 Age Group 

Compulsories (VHS) # 2221 4 31.95 

1986 Olympic Compulsories 

(VHS) #2212 4 31.95 

1988 Olympic Compulsories: 

Japanese performances 
(VHS) #2222 4 31.95 

1984 Jr European Champ, 

(VHS) # 2211 4 31.95 

19B5 Sr. European Champ. 

(VHS) # 2213 4 31.95 

1983 Championships of the 
USA: Compulsories & 

Finals for Men and 

Women (VHS) # 2421 4 31,95 


RHYTHMIC GYMNASTICS-VIDEO CASSETTES 

ORDER PRICEj 

1988 Age Group 


1988 Age Group 

Compulsories, VHS # 2323 41D4.DD 

Class 2 & 3: Bela # 2333 4104,00 

RHYTHMIC GYMNASTICS-AUOlO CASSEHES 

ORDER PRICE: 

1988 Compulsory Music- 

Class 2 # 2311 4 6.50 

1988 Compulsory Music- 

^ # 2312 S 6.SQ 

ry Music— 

# 2313 4 12.00 


i8 Compulsory M 
Class 2& 3 



pUBLICATIONS 


USA Gymnastics is the leading gymnastics 
publication in the U.S. Every issue is 
packed with photography, personality pro- 
files, event coverage and more. 

Now you can purchase back issues of USA 
Gymnastics and fill the gaps in your collec- 
tion, Order 8 back issues for only $7.50. 

ORDER # 3201, (Subject lo Availability) 

If you aren't a subscriber you can begin 
receiving 6 color-packed issues per year for 
only $12.00. Callorwrile: 

USA Gymnastics 
1099 N. Meridian, Suite 380 
Indianapolis, IN 46204 
317/638-8743. 


Also from the USGF library Dr. Gerald S. 
George’s definitive work clarifies and illus- 
trates the biomechanical priniciples at work 
in women's gymnastics. Essential for all 


serious students of the discipline. 

PRICE: $23.95. ORDER #3601, 

ALL PRICES INCLUDE SHIPPING AND HANDLING 




★ 


★ ★★★★★ 



IIA. USGF LOGOS 

Silver-foil decals and sew-on patches to give you 
that "official" look. 

Decal. PRICE; $.75 ORDER # 4403. 

Patch (not shown), PRICE: $2.50 
ORDER # 7201. 

IIB. KEY CHAIN 

Antique finish, finely ached logo, rugged yet 
elegant. 

PRICE: $4.60 ORDER #4501. 
lie. OLYMPIC TEAM POSTCARDS 
Four-color postcards of the U.S. teams that 
made history. Rve (5) for $4.00. 

Women, ORDER #4121. 

Men, ORDER #4221. 

IID. USGF LOGO PIN 

Finely crafted in red, white, blue and gold. 
Nickel-sized, perfect for lapels or collars. 

PRICE; $2.00 ORDER #4201, 

IIE. USA GYMNASTICS PIN 
Commemorative pin from the 1984 Games. Gold 
with red and blue accents. 

PRICE: $2.00 ORDER # 4202. 

ALL PRICES INCLUDE SHIPPING AND HANDLING 



★ ★★★★★★★ 



OUVENIRS 



12A. USGF COASTER SET 

Handsome, distinctive sets ol four, in goiden or 

silver-colored finishes, superbly crafted. 

Silver set, PRICE: $24.50 ORDER # 4701. 
Golden set, PRICE; $27.80 OROER # 4702. 
12B. COMMEMORATIVE PICTORAL OF LA '84 
Hardcover book packed with the moments and 
magic of the LA. Olympics. 

PRICE: $15.95 ORDER # 3102. 

12C. BUMPER STICKERS 

Say it all, all the time, with an “I Love 

Gymnastics" bumper sticker. 

PRICE: $1.50 ORDER #4401. 

POSTERS 

Full-color, 21" X 32" posters ol 1984’s biggest 
gymnastics stars. 

12D. Mary Lou Retton ORDER # 4111 

12E. Mitch Gaylord ORDER # 4112 

12F. Bart Conner ORDER # 4113 

PRICE: $6.50 each 

ALL PRICES INCLUOE SHIPPINC AND HANDLING 



^SA GYMNASTICS FAN CLUB 


THE OFFICIAL FAN ClUB OF THE 
USA GYMNASTICS TEAM 
Now you can stay up-to-the-minute with the 
latest happenings within tfie USA Gymnas- 
tics Community. For only $20.00, you’ll 
receive more than $45,00 worth of posters, 
magazines, autographed prints and news- 
letters about the li.S, National Gymna^cs 
Team. 


Join now and receive news and items 
every month for a year, including: 

Color posters of the top U.S, gymnasts. 
■iV Black and white autographed pictures 
ot national team stars. 

•'JV The Official Fan Club Newsletter, letting 
you know the latest news and the per- 
sonalities making the headlines. 

* USA Gymnastics, the official magazine 
of the U.S. Gymnastics Federation. 
Packed with color action photos and 
personality prdiies, six issues (nor- 
mally costing $12.00) are included in 
the Fan Club member^ip fee. 


So stay in touch and get informed. Join 
now, for only $20.00, and then sign up a 
friend for the newest gymnastics “club" in 
the country! 



Actn^^KtooByOMBOA 



Sabrina Mar IrighI) paced the Amerian girls team 
ta a satli place finish ahead of the Chinese. Alnve, 
China's Tong Fei took (It’D medals home, one in 
floor and another for high bar. fC 1985 LI5GF). 


inspired six moved to the last stop, the 
vault. Mar topped the evening for the 
USA with a very precise 9.70 tucked 
tsuk. 

"I take eacli competition one at a 
time and try to do my best," said 
Bileck. 'To compare these two meets 
(the World Championships and the 
Olympics) is very difficult. The Olym- 
pics were very different, very special. 
This is an exciting meet also," she 
said. 

The U.S. trailed China by 1.30 
points. China was led by veteran Yang 
Yanli who totaled 38.375. Yanli is 19- 
years-old and calls Shanxi home. This 
year (1985) she won the uneven bars, 
beam and floor exercise in the Shang- 
hai International. In Montreal, her 
best score came on vault, a 9.70. 

With the influx of perfect scores 
in 1984 the FIG set out to toughen up 
the rules, so getting at 10.000 wasn't so 
easy. 

A lanky West German gymnast 
showed the world that all rules, new 
or old, are made to be broken. 
Gabriele Fahnrich, a 17-year-old from 
Hoycrswerda aced her compulsory 
bars routine to gain the first 10.00 of 
the 1985 World Championships. Ear- 
lier in 1985, she finished second in her 
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country's Championships while win- 
ning beam and placing second on 
bars. 

A veteran of the 1983 World Cham- 
pionships team, Fahnrich was so pre- 
cise it took just seconds for her score 
to be flashed . "Because 1 fell on beam, 
I gave all myself to bars. On beam, I 
was very nervous and my hands were 
shaking," said Fahnrich. "I feel very 
good scoring the 10.00. In my country, 
there has always been Maxi (Gnauck). 
She has been the best. I have always 
wanted to be like Maxi. I scored the 
10.00 for her. I feel good that 1 scored it 
for her.” 

The East German coach, Hannelore 
Sauer, believes "the 10.00 is good for 
all gymnasts. I think the judging was 
fair. When she got the 10.00, every- 
body had seen she was perfect on 

After overcoming their early nen'- 
ousness, the East German team 
peaked. As deserving as Fahnrich was 
of her 10.00, it was actually the work of 
her teammates that set up her score. 
Ulrike Klotz, a 14-year-o!d from Cott- 
bus, set the pace with an 9.85, which 
was followed up by Altdobern native 
Dagmar Kersten’s score of 9.90. 

The Czechoslovakia (TCH) team 


was by far the strongest in its rotation . 
Hana Ricna, at 16, is the veteran gym- 
nast from the TCH. Finishing fourth 
all-round in the recent European 
Championships, she finished the 
rotation with 38.5 points. Her best 
came on bars (9.625), beam (9.750) 
and floor (9.70). Iveta Polokova was 
pushing Ricna with 38.450 points. 

The Swedes were paced by pretty 
Chris Olsen, who rebounded from a 
fall on beam to finish with 36.300 
points. Chris' twin-sister, Ann, was 
next in the team standings with 36, 150 
points. Both are 16 years old born in 
Vaslernoorland. 

Demark was led by Lone Isben with 
34-40 points. Andrea Ladanyi, a 16- 
year-old from Budapest was the 
leader of the Hungarian team scoring 
38.400 points. She turned in an excel- 
lent bars routine, which she received 
a 9.80. She came into this meet the top 
ranked gymnast from her country by 
virtue of her all-around champion- 
ship in her national meet. 

Leading the Italians to 179.300 
points was I^trizia Luconi, a 15-year- 
old. She finished just behind the 
USA's Marie Roethlisherger with 
37.375 points. 

The Romanians feature an all-star 


Brian Ba/icticit had a steady performa’Ke during 
oplionats to place 2Slh alt-awuiid. (6 3985 USGF3. 


lineup, including Ecaterina Szabo, 
Laura Cutina, Camelia Voinea and 
perky I5-year-oId Daniela Silivas. 

Strong, good but not excellent, 
could describe the way the Romanian 
team performed. Szabo just recently 
won her country's National Champi- 
onships all-round title and led all 
competitors. The veteran gymnast 
and five-time Olympic medalist did 
well on all events but faltered slightly 
on her tucked tsuk vault, scoring a 
9.650. 

Slight four-foot five-inch Silivas was 
the second-leading gymnast on her 
team. She won the hearts of many 
Americans with her fine perform- 
ances in the 1985 McDonald's Ameri- 
can Cup and Mixed Pairs competi- 
tions. Small in stature but large in 
showmanship and talent, Silivas 
excelled on bars (9.80), beam (9.75) 
and floor (9.750). 

For the majority of the crowd it was 
an all Canada night. Anrea Owok led 
her team at the end with 37.775 
points. Spain's leading gymnast was 
Laura Munoz, who scored an average 
of 9.40 on each event to finish with 
37.600 points. 

The unveiling of the Soviet gym- 
nastics machine saw the emergence of 
veterams Olga Mostepanova and 
Natalia Yurchenko. The otherwise 
young team came in as the defending 
world champions. The Soviets were 
finely tuned. They literally gave new 
meaning to the compulsory exercises, 
especially floor and beam. 

Moving as fluid as the water flowing 
down the Volga River, the Russians 
possessed an expressive form that 
leaves many countries light years 
away. 

The highlight of vaulting was the 
beautiful tucked tsuk performed by 
16-year-oid Leningrad native Elena 
Shoushounova. Another bright, 
bright star in the vast constellation of 
Soviet gymnasts, Shoushounova 
pounded down the runway and hit 
her vault for a 9.875. Shoushounova 
has the makings of becoming the 
Mary Lou Retton of the Soviet Union. 
Small in stature (five-feet-two inches), 
Shoushounova is built for speed and 
power. The most startling 
resemblance between her and Retton 
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are her powerfully sculptured thighs, 
which propel her to great heights dur- 
ing tumbling- 

Shoushounova holds the distinc- 
tion of winning the 1985 European 
Championships, the Moscow News 
and the Soviet Cup. The latter two 
competitions act as a ranking system 
much like the Championships of the 
USA. It was Shoushounova's second 
time as champion of the Soviet Cup, 
which is the most prestigious com- 
petition held in Russia. 

Many rubels are spent for dance 
choreography as the USSR was dis- 
tinctly better than the rest, save a few 
like Romania's Silivas, USA's Mar or 
Bulgaria's Borjana Stojanova. 

A small disaster hit the Soviet team 
in its third rotation, bars. Expecting 
another 10.00, Shoushounova stun- 
ned the Velodrome by missing her 
glide kip catch twice, scoring an 8. 725. 
The surprise was more shocking 
when Yurtchenko fell on her clear hip 
circle to a handstand. She, as did the 
Americans, fell prey to a case of too 
much adrenalin. Although her score, 
a 9-400, did not hurt her as much as 
Shoushounova's, it did hurt her as far 
as individual events go. She was the 
early favorite to win bars. Yurtchenko 
is the senior member of the Russian 
squad at 20. In 1985 she finished 10th 
all-round in the European Champion- 
ships while winning the Universiade 
all-round title. 

The falls continued during beam as 
Vera Kolesnikova could not hold her 
free leap mount. The remaining five 
Soviets dispelled any notion that they 
were weakening as all turned in excel- 
lent routines scoring 9.900 or above. 

Mostepanova put an exclamation 
point on the Soviet's compulsory 
round as she scored a 10.00 for her 
beam routine, marking the second 
perfect score of the compulsory 
round. 

Ayami Yukimori, a 16-year-old 
from Hyogo, was a compulsory round 
surprise for the Japan team, which 
sported four 1984 Olympians. During 
the L.A. Games she placed 45th all- 
around while her team was sixth. 
Maiko Morio, who is coached by the 
famed Mitsuo Tsukahara, was the 
highest finisher for the Japanese team 


After their opening kickoff fumtie, Don H-fcrs 
gathers the team together for a pep talk. Tiie U.S. 
team went on to recover weil from the mishaiis of the 
uneven bars. 16 J985 USGf). 


in the Olympics, placing 11th all- 
around. She is also one of the oldest 
members of the World Champion- 
ships team at 18. 

Men's Optionals 


pulsory round set an unattainable 
pace not even they could match dur- 
ing optionals because of mistakes. 
China outscored the Soviets in the 
optional round, but remained in sec- 


T he Soviet Union de- 
throned in 1983 by China 
while attempting to 
defend titles won in 1979 
and 1981, showed its 
excellence by amassing 585.65 points, 
marking the fifth time since 1950 the 
USSR has been World Champions. 

Rather than allowing the competi- 
tion and title to come down to a single 
routine, the Soviets came in and liter- 
ally took the title away from second- 
place China who ended with 582.60 
points. 

USSR's optional routines were rated 
good at best. Mistakes and concentra- 
tion errors are certainly not a common 
part of the Soviet's chemistry, but for 
some reason three Soviet gymnasts 
fell during floor. "The optional round 
turned out to be less than expected," 
said Soviet Coach Leonid Archaev. 

Turning the trick the American men 
did in the 1984 Olympics, the total 
domination by the USSR in the com- 


The Chinese pointed towards their 
early compulsory start time as a factor 
in their second place showing. The 
Russians, quite pleased with a late 
start, were sure the scoring was con- 
sistent throughout the day and in 
accordance with the FIG. 

"It is out of my expectation that the 
scores between the morning and eve- 
ning were so different," said China's 
Li Ning. "This is a problem the FIG 
must solve. So often the team scores 
differ greatly. If a gymnast were given 
a 9.60 in the morning, he might 
receive a 9.90 in the evening, so I 
think the Chinese suffered." 

“1 can tell you now the Men's Tech- 
nical Committee of the FIG makes 
judging as fair as possible so I can say 
the time of draw does not effect the 
scores," contradicted Archaev 
adding, "1 would prefer to compete in 
the evening session, though." 
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T he U.S- men closed the 
book in 9th, their lowest 
finish in recent years. But, 
in their defense, they were 
bucking some pretty 
serious setbacks. 

"I think we were conservative in our 
efforts," said Scott Johnson. "1 
thought we did pretty good, better 
than in the compulsory round. We 
had some mistakes but we are going 
to start working on them as soon as 
we get home.” 

"It is very difficult to place well 
when you are only five deep and have 
to count all five scores," said Brian 
Babcock. "The trick to this game is to 
constantly improve. If you want to 
stay with the winners you have to 
keep ahead, keep innovating." 

Phil Cahoy had a superb optional 
round. A Nebraska Cornhusker at 
heart, Cahoy's worst effort of the day 
came on parallel bars. Off to a great 
set, Cahoy took two extra swings 
while attempting a front catch which 
resulted in a. 60 deduction and a score 
of 9.20. His best came at high bar 
where a 9.55 score tied him with Bab- 
cock for team high. 

Olympic veteran Tim Daggett's all- 
around chances suffered when a fall 
from high bar struck. Usually a great 
performer in this event, Daggett was 
attempting to gain courage points by 
using a 'D' element with two con- 
secutive release moves. Catching his 
Tkachev, Daggett found himself too 
far from the bar to catch the ensuing 
Deltchev. He scored a 9.10, his lowest 
of the competition. 

Johnson wasn't without his incon- 
sistencies. His miss came as a result of 
a hand slip on parallel bars dropping 
his score to an 8.90. Admittedly, rings 
is Johnson's favorite. Coaches Abie 
Grossfeid and assistant Jim Howard 
stacked the lineup in Johnson's favor 
for this event and the Nebraska resi- 
dent came through with a 9.60, his 
personal best thus far. The score was 
not good enough to put him into the 
individual event finals, however, 
which he had hoped to make. 

Babcock had the most consistent 
round. Usually an aggressive rings 
performer, Babcock had problems 
holding his legs steady during hand- 
stands which accounted for his 9.25 
score. He countered with a 9.50 on 
pommel horse; a 9.55 on high bar and 
ended with a 9.45 on floor. 

The best individual performances 
of the day came from the powerful 
shoulders of 'The Bull,' Daggett. 
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Always an aggressive gymnast, Dag- 
gett attacked the pommel horse with 
his usual strong flair work energizing 
the American team with a 9.65. 
Super-charged, Daggett's floor was 
very strong and he wound up with a 
9.65. 

"This was really a tough competi- 
tion," said Daggett who had the yeo- 
man's share of pressure riding on 
him. "I came into this with a good 
frame of mind. We (the team) did stay 
together. We could have really lost it, 
but I thought it was neat the way we 
hung in there. It is certainly not going 
to be a good meet for medals. Looking 
back, we didn't win any in 1981, but 
we won a lot in 1984," he said with his 
distinctive smile. 

The Chinese team has to be the 
most powerful tumblers in the world, 
with the Cubans running second. The 
two best on the team were Tong Fei 
and Lou Yun, who both threw a new 
move by performing a double side 
somi with a three/quarter twist. 

East Germany pulled down its best 
finish ever, third, behind the efforts of 
one Sylvio KroU. "The meet was very 
important to me. It is a very good 
preparation for 1988 and we (the team) 
were prepared like never before," said 
Kroll. "This finish will give our pro- 
gram a great boost," said East German 
Coach Dieter Hofmann. "We have 
been training very hard and it is good 
to finish third." 

Kroll, a 20-year-old, has been 
National Champion of the RDA four 
times. His personal best came at high 
bar when he achieved near perfection 
with a 9.95. 

"The competition for the World 
Championships title is most pres- 
tigious and the athletes try to show 
they are prepared and want to be the 
best in the world," said the Soviet 
Union's Archaev. "We have a right to 
this World Championship." 

About Russia's bout with nerves, 
Archaev said; "After the compulsories 
we were in first so I think the reason 
we were so nervous was because the 
athletes were trying to get better 
scores. As a specialist, 1 would rather 
say the mistakes were made because 
they were trying too hard." Whatever 
the reason, the title of World Cham- 


Sylvio Kroll nfEast Gfrmniiy had his first visit to 
the all-around fimls and finished third. Healsotivn 
two individual medals, a gold on parallel bars and a 
sihvr in high bar. (© 1985 USCE). 
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pion is back in the USSR. 

Japan, who in the 1960's and 1970's 
ran up a total of five titles in a row, 
placed fourth with a team that seemed 
to be a disappointment. Koji Gush- 
iken again led the team and had great 
routines on pommel horse (9.80), par- 
allel bars (9.80) and high bar (9.70). 

The Hungarians silently worked 
their way into fifth behind the 
performances of Gyorgy Guczoghy 
(116.20) and Zsolt Borkai (114.625). The 
Hungarian team finished with 569.65 
points, which was just ahead of the 
West German's 567.35. 

Cuba, one of the most exciting 
teams to watch, placed seventh with 
564.25 points. Israel Sanchez intro- 
duced an unorthodox vault, a double 
side somi, which went over well, scor- 
ing a 9.90. 

Following the Cubans were the Ital- 
ians, with 563.30, just ahead of the 
USA team with 563.00 points. 

Women's Optionals 

T his competition turned 
into the most exciting seg- 
ment of the World Cham- 
pionships. It was sparked 
with a gutsy performance 
by the Americans and a history-mak- 
ing routine by the Soviet Union. 

At the beginning of the meet, the 
U.S.A. girls weren't given very good 
odds. That standing didn’t improve 
much with the early mistakes in the 
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compulsory round. Shoving all inter- 
ference aside, Coach Don Peters and 
his charges approached optionals 
with revived confidence, placing 
them in sixth, ahead of the Chinese. 

"1 was very proud of the perform- 
ance tonight," said Peters. "There 
were a number of opportunities 
where the girls could have let down 
but they didn't, I think this is a very 
good step in building a team for the 
1988 Olympics, This is the start of a 
very strong team and I feel very good 
about it." 

First up — beam and a whole slew 
of 9.300's. Tracy Calore and Jennifer 
Sey continued their good perform- 
ance levels, both scoring 9.300. 
Sabrina Mar, after a few wobbles here 
and there, received a 9.350, the high- 
est mark for the U.S. Kelly Garrison 
was disappointed when she fell, elim- 
inating her from finals consideration 
with a 9.025. 

Floor exercise brought out their hid- 
den personalities. Marie Roeth- 
lisberger overtook the Velodrome 
with her cat-like movements record- 
ing her best mark, a 9.650. PamBileck, 
a very cool customer, came across con- 
fident also receiving a 9.650. 
Although a bit short on her double 
back landing. Mar danced to a 9.700, 
the best score thus far for the Ameri- 
cans. 


Confidence was in full swing as 
they moved to vaulting. Sey began 
with a layout tsuk — 9.675. Bileck fol- 



lowed, same vault, same result. Gar- 
rison, a small hop and a small 
deduction for a 9.650. The second 
vault saved Roethlisberger's 9.675. 
Calore stuck her layout tsuk resulting 
in a 9.775 the best score of the meet for 
the Americans. Mar concluded with a 
tsuk full and a 9.700 score. 

A smiling bunch set out for the final 
event, uneven parallel bars. The 
nemisis of the compulsory round was 
about to flash its tallons at the 
unsuspecting Americans and claim 
yet another victim. 

Upon Biieck's exit, Sey took over in 
front of the bars in her ready position. 
Performing admirably under pres- 
sure, Sey began her routine very 
calmly. Midway, she went for her 
reverse hecht too early. Her foot hit 
the high bar which sent her reeling 
towards the mat. With no spotter 
allowed on the podium, her knee hit 
the mat hard. Upon impact, Sey was 
in obvious pain clutching first at her 
estranged knee, then at anything 
close. 

After she was carried off the 
podium and transported to a local 
hospital, Sey learned she had frac- 
tured a bone just above her knee. 
News of this injury was taken as good 
tidings, because it was earlier 
rumored she had tom her knee liga- 
ments. The fracture damaged no liga- 
ments. 

Calore had the tough task of follow- 
ing Sey. "After she fell, I got really 
scared for Jen," said Calore, who is a 
teammate of Sey's at the Parkette's 
gym. "I was thinking about her mis- 
take but 1 kr\ew 1 had to just block it 
out of my mind and I did." Her rou- 
tine received a score of 9.250. 

Roethlisberger performed her best 
bars routine, resulting in a 9.625. Not 
to be outdone. Garrison followed 
with a 9.650 and Mar concluded with 
a 9.625 routine. 

"This is the biggest meet I have ever 
competed in," said Calore. "This is 
the team I would want to come here 
with." 

"This unit has great spirit," said 
Bileck. "We worked really well 
together, more-so than the Olympic 
team." Consumed with team unity. 
Garrison said, "These girls are very 


for the first time in Wor/d Championship history 
the women’s all-around title was shared. The Soviet 
Union’s Elena Shoushounora (left) and Oksana 
Oinelianlchik wound up with identical scores and tie 
for the f© 3985 USCF). 
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special to me. It is special that so much 
of you goes into the team. A team has 
to be able to pull together and act as 
one, and that is just what we were able 
to do." 

"This kind of competition is the ulti- 
mate," said Roethlisberger. "It was 
very exciting and very different." 

The U.S. A. ended with 379.750 
points just ahead of the Chinese who 
shared the rotation with 379.350. 

he "Big Red Machine" 
rolled to its 9th title in 12 
World Championships, 
far outdistancing the rest 
of the field. Only Sweden 
in 1950, Czechoslovakia in 1966 and 
Romania, with Nadia Comaneci, in 
1979 have been able to break the 
Soviet's stranglehold on World Cham- 
pionship team titles. The USSR 
women have never lost an Olympics 
they have participated in so it was no 
surprise they entered with a strong 
team. 

In the Soviet's first event, vaulting, 
all six completed 'D' vaults with a 
roundoff onto the board, back hand- 
spring to the horse. Vera 
Kolensnikova started with a 9.800. 
Elena Shoushounova ended the 
round with a 9.900 for her layout 
tsukahara with a full twist from the 
roundoff approach. 

On bars, Natalia Yurtchenko, who 
blew her compulsory routine, 
showed character and expertise by 
performing a Tekachev (reverse 
hecht) into an immediate Deltchev. 
For this original move, she scored 
9.950. 

Shoushounova thrilled the uneven 
bars enthusiasts with her tuck flyaway 
between the bars to a lowbar regrasp. 
She mastered an extremely delicate 
move which demands split-second 
timing, scoring a 9.850. The Soviets 
are not immune to mistakes. Oksana 
Omeliantchik fell and Kolensnikova 
hit her foot on the high bar much the 
same way Sey did, recovered with a 
9.600. Omeliantchik didn't recover 
and saw her score dip to a 9.250. 

The Romanians on floor stole the 
spotlight from the Soviets beam rou- 
tines. Daniela Silivas performed the 
same routine she did in the 
McDonald's American Cup. Dancing 
about the mat with her cute steps to 
country and western music, Silivas 
captivated the full-house crowd with 
her personality and style. Upon 
seeing her 9.875 score, the audience 
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objected loudly, but as always, to no 
avail. 

Omeliantchik was last up on beam 
for the Soviets and for the Romanians 
on floor it was Ecaterina Szabo. The 
Olympic silver all-round medalist 
moved with all the class and dignity 
she could muster. For her efforts she 
received a standing ovation, a 9.900 
and a big hug and kiss from Silivas. 
Omeliantchik’s beam routine was 
solid. Her landings on back flips 
shook the foundations of the 
Velodrome. She also received a 9.900 
and a standing ovation. 

Up for the final event, Szabo and 
company were on vault and the Sovi- 
ets were on their best event, floor. Set 
up by scores of 9.750 (Kolensnikova) 
and 9.850 (Baraksanova) the final four 
Soviets were in perfect position. 
Yurtchenko danced her way to a 9.925 
carrying her dignity and style 
through very well-choreographed 
moves. Mostepanova matched her 
teammate's style and score. 

A 16-year-old from Kiev possibly 
rewrote the way floor exercise will be 
perceived in the future. With all eyes 
rivited to Omeiiantchik’s every move, 
she smiled — no laughed her way 
through a rountine full of innovation 
from its music through its tumbling 
passes. 

She mounted her routine with a 
pike full in to an immediate back 
handspring step out. Gliding across 
the floor, Omeliantchik took three 
steps and she was off on her second 
pass, a roundoff, flip-flop, double full, 
punch front, into an immediate step 
out roundoff, back handspring with a 
one-half turn, roundoff full and one- 
half twist dive roll. The crowd was 
breathless. 

This particular routine made its 
debut in the European Champion- 
ships, but the North American crowd 
viewed it as a revelation. The change 
of tumbling sequence and the imme- 
diate change of direction was very 
fresh. 

It took just seconds to award her a 
10.000. As aU were settling into their 
seats, BANG, Shoushounova hit the 
floor. 

It became just another impeccable 
show of how delicate, yet powerful a 


Unlit an injury forced her out the competition. 
Jennifer Sey labove) was luiving n fine compelilion. 
Left, Dan Hayden also feti prey to injury and was 
iorely missed by his team during aptionats. f© 1985 
USGFI- 


floor routine can be. Extended toes, 
superb flexibility and great dance 
highlighted Shoushounova’s effort. 
Upon completion, she, too, was 
awarded a 10.000. 

Paired with the Russians and 
Romanians were the East Germans. 
Gabriele Fahnrich, who was the first 
in this competition to be awarded a 
10.000 for her compulsory uneven 
bars routine, and Dagmar Kersten 
highlighted the RDA squad. 

Kersten, who is the national cham- 
pion of the RDA, finished fifth all- 
round in the European Champion- 
ships. She is quite adept on beam and 
received a 9.800 in optionals. Ulriko 
Klotz also turned in a good perform- 
ance leading her team with a 9.975 on 
floor. The RDA finished very strong 
on bars as Klotz (9.725), Kersten 
(9.825) and Fahnrich (9.975) all hit. 
Kersten and Fahnrich made finals. 

"Our performance was good, as it 
was expected to be," said Soviet 
Coach Andrea Radioenko. "Except for 
the seven mistakes that happened in 
compulsory and that was caused by 
our very late performance. I think the 
Soviet team proved to be the strongest 
in the world by this performance." 
The Soviet mentor felt he had not 
fielded the strongest team available to 
him. "In the reserve we have a girl 
who could be third or fourth on this 
team. She is only a reserve because 
she lacks international experience. We 
train so that we peak at the right 
moment so we can get maximum per- 
formance out of all gymnasts." 

One of those Radioenko got max- 
imum performance out of was 
Shoushounova. "I was very, very 
happy for my friend (Omeliantchik) 
that she got the 10.00 (on floor) and 
helped the team," said 
Shoushounova. "I was also happy the 
crowd liked her so much. I tried to 
evaluate the situation and correct my 
mistakes. I wanted to overcome that 
so 1 would not hurt the team," said the 
Leningrad 10th grader who is a stamp 
and matchbook collector and enthusi- 
astic student in mathmafics and biol- 
ogy- 

"For a gymnast," said Szabo, "it is 
very important to be in any competi- 
tion no matter who is competing. I 
hope to be in great shape for my next 
competition," she said, quelling any 
thoughts on retirement. 
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Men’s All-Around Finals 

S oviets Yuri Korolev and 
Valadimir Artemov 
passed early all-around 
leader Sylvio Kroll of East 
Germany to take the top 
two spots of the aU-around which fea- 
tures the top 36 gymnasts- 
Kroll relinqished his lead after a 
shaky floor exercise. The 9.65 score 
immediately gave way to Korolev's 
9-90 vault and set the early standard 
for the Soviet onslaught. 

It was a personal story of triumph 
for Korolev. After his poor finish in 
the 1983 World Championships, 
Korolev thought his career was on the 
ropes. Since his all-around title in the 
1981 Championships, his scores had 
been slipping and speculation about 
his future was dark. 

A husband and father of a two-year- 
old son, Korolev proved patience is a 
virtue. "This is a very important event 
for me," said the 23-year-old Vladimir 
native. "After 1981 the results haven't 
been aU that good. While I stood on 
the victor's stand I thought personally 
the decrease in my personal scores 
had ended. 1 was glad I could win the 
title." By attaining the gold all-around 
medal, Korolev becomes the first ever 
to earn two titles. 

The Soviets have a different ide- 
ology toward competing. Their minds 
are regimented toward the overall 
effort. “My task," said Korolev, "was 
not to beat anybody. My main task 
was to complete my session. The vic- 
tory was secondary." 

This was KrolTs first appearance in 
the top three. "I am not disappointed 
at finishing third. This is the first time 
1 have taken part in all-around finals 
in the World Championships. I will 
learn a good lesson from it. 1 was in a 
good position coming in but I made 
some mistakes. Now the two Rus- 
sians are better," he said. 

China placed three in the top seven 
spots. XuZhiqiang, a 22 -year-old who 
placed seventh all-around in the 1984 
Olympics, used four scores of 9,80 or 
better to edge teammate Li Ning to 
finish fourth. Tong Fei, who placed 
fourth in the Olympics, was seventh 
just behind the USSR's Valentin 
Mogilnyi. 

Scott Johnson showed a grit and 
determination he had not displayed 
the previous two days of competition. 
A 9.50 on floor and another 9.50 on 
pommel horse gave way to a 9.60 on 
rings at the midway point. Vault was 
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an improvement for Johnson, as he hit 
a tsuk full for a 9.75. His surge con- 
tinued with a 9.65 on parallel bars and 
ended with a 9.80 on high bar. 

Walking off the podium, Johnson 
turned, raised his fists above his head 
and flashed a giant smile, reminiscent 
of the look he had in Los Angeles. 

Tim Daggett's problems continued 
on parallel bars and high bar. As in 
optionals, Daggett missed his regrasp 
on his Deltchev and his score was an 
8.95, which dipped him below John- 
son's finish of 22nd to 25th. Daggett 
did come back with a 9.60 on floor and 
an excellent 9.80 on pommel horse. 

Babcock had early problems on 
rings, but overcame his jitters after 
reaching the parallel bars. The South- 
ern Illinois grad and 1985 USA 
National Champion received a 9.65. A 
clean routine on high bar gave him a 
9.60 and for floor he received a 9.45. 
Babcock, who made the 1983 World 
Championships team but vras unable 
to compete due to a knee injury, 
finished strong on pommel horse 
with a 9.65. In the final standings, 
Babcock was 28th. 

Women's All-Around Finals 

B e it creating controversy 
or making history, the 
Soviet Union found itself 
smack-dab in the middle 
of both for the women’s 
all-around finals. 

From the time the optional round 
had ended, to the start of the all- 
around, Soviet Coach Andrea Radi- 
oenko substituted Oksana Omel- 
iantchik and Elena Shoushounova for 
Olga Mostepanova and Irina Barak- 
sanova who had originally qualified. 
When the results of the all-around 
were tabulated, Omeliantchik and 
Shoushounova had tied for the gold 
medal which was a first in World 
Championships history. This pointed 
blatantly to the substitutions Radi- 
oenko had made, and to the reason- 
ing behind them. 

The FIG Women's Code of Points, 
the official word in gymnastics reads: 
"If for any reason a gymnast is pre- 
vented from starting, the gymnast 
next in order from her federation may 


Kelly Garrison (above) lOOTved the crowd hitting 
her raunda^ full on lobeammonnt. Right, China's Li 
Ning holds one his strength moves during Ins rings 
routine. IS) 1985 USGF). 



be inserted, if she has a better place- 
ment than the assigned reserve gym- 
nast." 

In his defense, the Soviet coach 
said; "The composition of our team is 
very even. Any gymnast can be sub- 
stituted with little or not effect. I must 
say that the people who were sub- 
stituted for had been injured prior to 
this competition and after optionals 
those injuries started to show. They 
(Mostepanova and Baraksanova) 
could have competed, but it would 
have put too much pressure on them. 
They both knew their physidal condi- 
tions wasn't right- For us, health is 
very important.” 

TTie coach disclosed Mostepanova 
had injured her ankle. "On her com- 
ing here," said Radioenko, "this 
drama came again. We attribute it to 
training on mats that are not so soft." 
Baraksanova's hand had been injured 
during her optional beam routine. 
'Yesterday after jumping on beam her 
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hand started hurting again." 

Yuri Titov, 1962 all-around World 
Champion and now FIG President 
was also present to back up the deci- 
sion for substituting gymnasts. In 
defense of the Soviet coach, Titov 
quoted the passage from the Code 
and with that the inquiry came to an 
end. 

The controversy affected Natalia 
Yurtchenko, who looked distant and 
was presumably upset by the sub- 
stitution for her teammate at the 
Dynamo gym in Moscow, 
Mostepanova. Yuitchenko's troubles 
began on floor, she stepped out of 
bounds which dipped her score to 
9.75. 

Still in the lead, Yurtchenko went 
through the motions during uneven 
parallel bars, missed a regrasp and 
fell. After Radioenko turned his back 
and walked away, Yurtchenko walked 
off the podium and stood alone at the 
opposite end of the floor, stone-faced. 


Charles Lakes (leftl aided the team greatly during 
theeompulsory round just after Dan Hayden's depar- 
ture. Ti'acy Calore proved youth could perpnn under 
pressure as she lad an excellent meet. (G 1985 
USGFJ. 

as her 9.125 was flashed, taking her 
out of the all-around title race. 

At the same time young 
Omeliantchik took over the lead with 
another dazzling floor routine. For 
her innovative routine she received a 
9.975. The surprise was gone, but still 
there were the smiles and satisfaction. 

Shoushounova was making history 
with a beautiful beam routine. For this 
set she received a 9.90 and after three 
rounds she was 0.75 behind her team- 
mate. 

Omeliantchik finished on vault and 
Shoushounova on floor. A solid vault 
(from a roundoff approach a layout 
tsukahara with a full twist), she 
received a 9.900. Shoushounova 
danced her way to a 9.975 setting up 
the lie. 


/ 
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Yurtchenko’s beam routine (9.800), 
after which she got a hug and kiss 
from Radioenko, enabled her to go 
out on a strong note. 

East 'Germany's Dagmar Kersten 
and Gabriele Fahnrich tried to keep 
pace with the high scoring Soviets, 
but couldn't. Due to Yurtchenko's 
mistakes, the two moved into third 
and fourth place respectively. Kersten 
had control problems on floor, step- 
ping out twice, but still managed a 
9.65. 

F or the American girls, this 
was a very successful 
finals. Sabrina Mar, Marie 
Roethlisberger and Kelly 
Garrison were all very 
strong.' Roethlisberger again had a 
captivating floor routine and received 
a 9-650. Mar's routine received an 
identical 9.650. 

Garrison’s beam routine meant a lot 
to her. Not only did she get to debut 
her roundoff full onto beam mount in 
front of the whole world, she nailed it. 
Upon hitting her dismount, she threw 
her fists in the air and ran off the 
podium with a smile bigger than the 
Oklahoma sky. She received a 9.55. 

Mar's 9.600 vault gave her a distinc- 
tion no other American could share. It 
put her in the finals and gave the USA 
its only shot at a medal. 

Roethlisberger hit her bar routine 
for a 9.750. In the final rotation, 
Roethlisberger hit her beam routine 
(9.725), Mar her bars (9.750) and Gar- 
rison her tucked tsuk full vault for a 
9.725. 

In the final analysis. Mar finished 
14th, Roethlisberger 17th and Gar- 
rison 18th. Romania's Ecaterina Szabo 
and Daniela Silivas finished fifth and 
seventh respectively. Rounding out 
the top 10 were Hana Ricna (TCH), 
Camelia Vionea (ROM) and Iveta Pol- 
okova (TCH). 

"I can tel! for me only, this was a 
great joy," said Shoushouno'/a about 
the gold. "If three of us had shared the 
gold medal it would still be a great 
joy." Oksana Omeliantchikhadahard 
line approach to the meet. "I never 
look at the scoring and I never look at 
the other competitors. I prefer to con- 
centrate on my own performance," 
she said. 

"We have a saying in the Soviet 
Union," said Radioenko. "We say that 
the expressive talent is a talent given 
from Heaven and such is the case of 
Oksana." 

USA Gymnastics 


Olytnpk veteran Pam Bilcck was, cool niirf calm 
Ihrougiwul the Qiatnpionships. Below all-aroiiml 
gold medalisl Yuri Koroliw iwnijie the first to eivr 
win two all-atviiml Worlil Championship titles, f© 
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Men’s Event Finals 

T his is the time to find who 
is the best at what during 
the event finals. First up 
was floor. Four gymnasts 
came into this competition 
tied for the top spot with 9.85 scores. 
China took two of the top three spots 
as Tong Fei scored a 9.90 to become 
World Champion. All-around winner 
Yuri Korolev also scored a 9.90, taking 
second just ahead of Li Ning in third. 

Valentine Mogilnyi used extensive 
and very precise flair work to capture 
the pommel horse title with a 9.90. Li 
Ning's routine was just as effective as 
the China star scored a 9.90 also to 
take second. Japan's Hiroyuki Konishi 
captured his country's first medal 
with a bronze. 

China and the USSR shared the 
winner's podium for the rings title. 
Korolev captured his second gold 
with a 9.90 routine, tying Li Ning's 
9.90. Yuri Balabanov of the Soviet 
Union and Japan's Kyoji Yamawaki 
tied for third with 19.600 points. 

Again it was Korolev who took 
home the gold medal for the vault. He 
defeated Laurent Barbieri of France, 
who was the only competitor other 
than China, Russia or Japan to take a 
medal. Tying Barbieri for second was 
Yun Lou of China. 

The Russian dominance continued 
on parallel bars, as Mogilnyi tied with 
Sylvio Kroll of East Germany for first 
place with 19.800 points. Koji Gush- 
iken placed third with 19.775 points. 

Tong Fei took the last gold medal of 
the competition for the men in the 
high bar. He scored a near-perfect 
9.950 for his final routine. Kroll 
grabbed his second medal, a silver, 
and Japan's Mitsuaki Watanabe placed 
third. This was the first event the Rus- 
sians didn't win at least one medal in. 

Women's Event Finals 

V aulting started out the 
women’s finals and 
Elena Shoushounova 
proved to be the best. 
Ecaterina Szabo, of 
Romania, placed second and Dagmar 
Kersten of East Germany placed third. 

continued on page 53 
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Total Domination Makes Bulgarian 



By Nora Hitzel 

T he Bulgarians again flexed 
Iheir collective muscles 
and dominated the 22nd 
World RSG Champion- 
ships in Valladolid, Spain 
October 10-13, 1985. The Bulgarian 
team placed three gymnasts in the top 
three all-around spots in the Champi- 
onships they call their own. 

The U.S. Rhythmic World Champi- 
onships delegation left with anticipa- 
tion, excitement and determination as 
a part of their luggage. Upon their 
return, confidence was high the U.S. 
program was showing signs of 
improvement in the tough interna- 
tional arena. 

Prior to the World Championships, 
the U.S. stopped in Lausanne, 


Switzerland for a 10-country warm-up 
meet. Representing Belgium, Can- 
ada, China, Denmark, Israel, New 
Zealand, Sweden, Switzerland, West 
Germany and the United States were 
34 gymnasts and seven groups. The 
meet provided an opportunity to pol- 
ish performances in a high-level com- 
petitive atmosphere. This was particu- 
larly beneficial for the U.S. because of 
this team's lack of international 
exposure. 

Individual Competition 

Lori Fung, the 1984 Rhythmic 
champion, captured the all-around 
gold. Xiaomin He, of China, was 
awarded the silver while teammate 
Xia Yanfei lied with Canada's 
Adrianne Mark for the bronze. 

The U.S. gymnasts performed 
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World Championship Easy 


solid, expressive and technically clean 
routines. Marina Kunyavsky finished 
fifth all-around, narrowly missing a 
bronze by .05. Diane Simpson and 
Stacy Oversier finished 11th and 12th 
respectively. AU of the U.S. gymnasts 
performed well enough to reach the 
finals: Kunyavsky in all four, Simpson 
the ball and ribbon and Oversier in 
rope. 

Fung, again, dominated the event 
finals winning all but clubs. Only 
Xiaomin He was able to overtake her 
in that event. Kunyavsky demon- 
strated her consistency by taking 
fourth in all event finals. Simpson, in 
just her first international event, did 
well enough during her ball routine to 
move her from fifth to third, thus 
earning her a bronze medal. 


Group Competition 

Always a highlight, the group com- 
petition concept carries with it all the 
national pride one relates to in a team 
sport. Six gymnasts working together 
to achieve perfection. 

Featuring typical rock-n-roll move- 
ments to a medley of Elvis Presley 
music, the U.S. group routine shake- 
rattled and rolled themselves into 
third place without any breaks. In first 
place was the group from China. 

During finals the Chinese brought 
the Swiss to their feet with a spar- 
kling, flawless and difficult routine. 
The U.S. again executed cleanly, this 
time with more confidence to receive 
the second highest score of the finals 
which placed them squarely in third 
to become the first U.S. group team to 


win a medal in international competi- 
tion. 

22nd RSG World Championships 

V alladolid, a two-hour 
drive from Madrid, wel- 
comed 93 individual 
gymnasts and 21 groups 
from 35 countries. The 
competition hall, still in the process of 
being completed, featured five large 
practice gyms with high ceilings. It 
appeared the arena was designed 
with rhythmic gymnastics in mind. 
Individual Competition 
As expected, the individual com- 
petition was a duel between Bulgaria 
and Russia. The names were familiar 
to the RSG community. Diliana 



Marina Kunyavsky (left) used technically solid 
routines as the basis for her 26th all-around shoxving. 
This was the highest finish ever for an American. 

6 3985 USGF pliolo Mike Bolkin 
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Gueorguieva and Lilia Ignatova of 
Bulgaria were the first and second 
place all-around winners in the 1983 
World Championships. The '83 
bronze medal winner, Galina 
Beloglazova, was also present. Every- 
one was anxious to see how Canada's 
Lori Fung, the Olympic champion, 
would fair to these other rhythmic 
greats- 

The individual competitors were 
divided into four groups based upon 
placement in the 1983 World Champi- 
onships. USA gymnasts Kunyavsky 
and Simpson were assigned to a very 
strong subdivision B while Oversier 
competed in the D subdivision. 

When the two days of individual 
preliminary competition were com- 
pleted, the Bulgarians had once again 
demonstrated their superiority. Three 
Bulgarian flags were raised during the 
all-around ceremony. Gueorguieva 
recaptured her world champion all- 
around title with a score of 39.90, 
earning a perfect 10.00 in the rope and 


dub events. Teammate Ignatova again 
finished in second (39.80) and the 
bronze went to a young Bulgarian, 
Bianka Panova (39.75). Beloglazova, 
the strongest Russian, placed fourth 
with a score of 39.60. Bianca Dittrich 
of East Germany improved her 1983 
finish and ended in fifth. Fung 
finished in 9th, dramatically improv- 
ing her 1983 23rd position. 

Kunyavsky finished in 26th place 
with a score of 38.05. She executed 
four clean routines with no major 
breaks receiving a 9.60 for both the 
ball and dubs events. This is the best 
all-around finish a U.S. rhythmic 
gymnast has ever achieved in World 
Championship competition. 

Newcomer Simpson and veteran 
Oversier tied at 49th with scores of 
37.05. Simpson, whose inexperience 
showed by several drops and major 
breaks, maintained a 9,28 average and 
demonstrated the temperment and 
ability which will alow her to become 
a major international competitor. 


Oversier performed with consistency 
and went all out during the second 
day to improve her standing with 
scores of 9.30 and 9.50 in ball and 
dubs respectively. 

Event Finals 
Rope 

Gueorguieva, with a preliminary 
score of 10.00, was the clear favorite. 
She did nothing to dispell this theory 
receiving another perfect score on her 
way to the gold. The real competition 
was between Marina Lobath of Russia 
and Ignatova who entered with 9.90 
scores. Lobath competed with fire 
and determination in her eyes and 
received a 10.00 for the silver, leaving 
the bronze for Ignatova. 

Ball 

Dittrich, Ignatova and Gueorguieva 
entered the finals in a three-way tie. 
This event provided a look at what 
will be a trend for individual competi- 
tion. Scores of 10.00 were awarded to 


Stacy Oversier (right) was determined during the 
second day to improve her standing. She did and tied 
for 46th with teammate Diane Simpson. 

O I9SS USGF photo by Dniv Black 
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the Bulgarians ensuring a tie for the 
gold. Both competed to taped music, 
one utilizing a violin and the other a 
guitar. While other competitors used 
accompaniment other than piano, the 
Bulgarians were able to completely 
integrate the music, movement and 
implement. The beautiful Russian 
gymnast, Beloglazona, performed a 
flawless routine and was awarded a 
10.00 elevating her to a second place 
tie with Dittrich. 

Clubs 

Gueorgiiieva and Ignatova entered 
the finals with a perfect preliminary 
score. Seemingly effortless in their 
performance, both were again 
awarded a 10.00 tie for first. Tatiana 


Drouchinina of Russia, with identical 
preliminary and final scores of 9.95, 
was able to maintain third. 

Ribbon 

The final event . . . two gymnasts, 
Panova of Bulgaria and Beloglazona of 
Russia entered with 10.00's. Panova 
performed first and received another 
10.00, setting the stage for 
Beloglazona's performance. 

It is easy at a World Championships 
to become immune when watching 
perfection. Beloglazona's final ribbon 
routine was the best individual per- 
formance of the entire competition. 
She took the floor with an elegance no 
other rhythmic gymnast had matched 
and performed with classic style, 
beauty and perfection that sent chills 


through all who observed. She com- 
municated her love of the sport to the 
audience. For her remarkable per- 
formance she received a 10.00 assur- 
ing a first place tie and the gold. 

Group Competition 

fter two days of prelimin- 
aries, the 21 group field 
was narrowed to eight. 
Again, it was the Bul- 
garians and Russians 
battling for first. North Korea, always 
a strong group contender, was in third 
with Spain, the crowd favorite, .15 
behind. 

The U.S. group encountered major 
breaks during preliminary competi- 
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[ion which was particularly disap- 
pointing because of its strong 
performance in Switzerland. The U.S. 
finished in 18th. To illustrate their sit- 
uation, West Germany's group 
finished in ninth. In Switzerland the 
U-5. beat West Germany. 

The first group in the finals, was 
Spain. To tremendous applause, they 
began their routine well hut then 
disaster struck and two major errors 
were made. The 8.95 score they 
received for execution took them com- 
pletely out of medal reach. 

Entering .05 ahead of Russia, Bul- 
garia performed first. Modern music, 
modern choreography and asym- 
metical group relationships charac- 
terized the Bulgarian's routine. They 
completed the routine without a flaw 
and received a 10.00 from the execu- 
tion and composition juries. The Rus- 
sia group knew they could not 
overcome the lead but gave a spec- 
tacular performance. 

The U.S. group consisted of: Eliz- 
abeth Cull; Joanne Heineman; 
Melissa Greenblatt; Catherine Lepard; 
Jennifer Mann; Irina Rubinshtein; 
Simona Soloveychik and Kim Stiles. 


RESULTS GROUP EXERCISE FINALS 
pRaiN. « a fiRAU 



RESULTS OF FINALS — ROPE 

PRELIM. FINAL TOTAL 



22nd RSG World Championships 
Valladolid, Spain 
OclcAwr10-1319SS 
All-Around Finals 


1 GUEORGUIEVA. DILIANA 

2 IGNATOVA, LILIA 

3 BANOVA, BIANKA 

4 BELOGLAZOVA, GALINA 

5 DITTRICH, BIANCA 

8 DHOUCHININA. TATIANA 
7 LOBATH, MARINA 
B 8LrrAHU, FLOHENTINA 

10 KANg! VENN RAN 

11 ZAHOROVASKA. DANIELA 
11 RELJIN. MILENA 

13 TURAK, ZSUZSA 

14 KRAUSE, HEIDE 

15 SINKO, ANDREA 
15 DJANG, OK SUN 
17 FOLGA, TERESA 

17 MANZANARES, MONTSERRAT 
19 OTSUKA HIROKO 
19 CANTON, MARTA 
19 DRAGAN. ALINA 
22 ZURAWSKA, IZABELA 
22 MANZANERA, VIRGINIE 
24 HILDE8RANT, SIMONE 
24 FRUHWIRTH, KRISTIN 

26 KUNYAVSKY, MARINA 

27 XIA, YANFEI 

28 ECHEVARRIA, MIRTHA 

29 STACCIOLI, GIULIA 

30 AKIYAMA, ERIKA 
30 FUNG, THALIA 

32 AUGST, 0ENEDICTE 
32 WALLE, ANNETTE 
32 HE.XIAOMIN 
35 BIANCHI. ANNAUSA 
35 HAMADA, KEIKO 

37 SOKOLOVSKA, DENISA 

38 CIMINO, CRISTINA 
38 GAUTREAU, LISE 

40 TOENBREKER, SOPHIE 
40 NAERHI, EEVA-LIISA 

42 BANG. QUIONG 

43 SIMIC. DANIELA 
43 MARK. ADRIANE 

45 BENQTSSON, VIKTORIA 
45 BORGSTEEDE, IRMA 
45 YST60RG, VICTORIA 
45 RAVN. SUSANNE 
49 SIMPSON, DIANE 
49 GOLOSZTEIN, SHULAMIT 
49 OVERSIER, STACY 


ROPE 
BUL 10.00 

BUL 9.90 
BUL 9.90 
URS 9.B5 
RDA 9.80 
UflS 9.85 
URS 9.90 

ROM 9.70 

CAN 9.70 

PRK 9.75 

TCH 9.65 

YUG 9.70 

HUN 9.60 

RDA 9 75 

PRK 9.45 

POL 9.70 

ESP 9.60 

JPN 9 45 

ESP 9 80 

ROM 9.70 

POL 9 60 

ESP 9 55 

RFA 9.30 

HFA 9.40 

USA 9.40 

CHN 9.40 

CUB 9.40 

ITA 9.15 

JPN 9.40 

CUB 9.10 

FRA 9.05 

FRA 9.05 

CHN 9.25 

ITA 9.30 

JPN 9.25 

TCH 9.45 

CAN 9.30 

HOL 9.10 

FIN 9.35 

CHN 9.50 

YUG 9.35 

CAN 9.20 

SWE 9.40 

HOL 9 05 

NOR 9.40 

DEN 9.30 

USA 9.20 

ISR 9.05 

USA 9.15 


9.35 

9.30 


RIBBON 

9.95 

9.95 

10.00 

10.00 

9.95 

9.90 

9.90 

9.80 

9.75 

9.70 

9.75 


9.65 
9.70 

9.70 

9.66 
9.15 
9.65 
9.60 
9.50 

9.55 
9.60 
9.45 
9.60 

9.55 
9.45 
9.45 
9.E5 

9.55 
9.00 
9.45 
9.50 
9.30 


9.40 

9 55 
9.20 


9.35 

9.25 


9.10 

9.30 
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FIG Congress Discusses 
New Era For Sport 


Also, 1988 Olympic Gymnastics Venue On Schedule 


By Mike Botkin 

F or the gymnastics world, 
the FIG Congress is like a 
Summit meeting, a lot of 
high powered officials 
talking about the future. 
Held prior to the 1985 World Champi- 
onships, representatives from 45 
countries were present at the 85th 
meeting. 

Presiding over the representatives 
was FIG President Yuri Titov. "The 
structure of the world's sport (gym- 
nastics) is changing and we are now in 
the midst of those changes. The sport 
is becoming very popular which gives 
us an excellent avenue for publicity," 
said the Russian native. 

The newly created Marketing Com- 
mission, headed by Australian Jim 
Barry, USGF Executive Director Mike 
Jacki and Brazilian Siegfried Fisher, 
gave the General Assembly its initial 
report. The Commission, it was felt, 
will be vital in the future financial 
plans of the FIG. "Our number one 
goal is to make the FIG financially 
independent," said Barry. "We want 
to enhance the quality of the image of 
the FIG and to publicize and promote 
the actions of it." 


Unde' the flrong guidance afFlC President Yuri 
Titov titboi'e)g}/mnaslics is emerging as the lop inter- 
national sport. IBelowlefll Bruno Crandi a member 
of the riG Executive Commillec pauses to reflect. 
(Below center) Secretary Gencral/Treasnrer Max 
Bangerter speaks to the floor while FIG Vice Presulenl 
Nicolae Vierii directs his attention lowarris the 
podium, re K85 USGF, by Dave Black). 


Included in this enhancement plan 
are three "target areas." The first is 
concerned with the race between the 
American television networks to gain 
event broadcasting rights. Tlie second 
concerns the media and its proper 
treatment before, during and after a 
competition. Area three seeks to 
make the FIG, and thus the whole of 
the gymnastics community, finan- 
cially solvent through sponsorship 
arrangements. "This area is largely 
untapped," said Barry. 

The President of the Australian 
Gymnastics Federation broke the 
term sponsorships down into three 
levels. A sponsor of the FIG could 
become a member; it could come in 
the form of an event sponsor (spe- 
cific); or it could be an official supplier 
or an agency responsible to the FIG. 

Some of the benefits of such 
arrangements with sponsors, pointed 
out by the comission, would be the 
total control the FIG would have over 
a competition. It will be able to assist 
Federations as funds become available 
and by working directly with the tele- 
vision networks, the FIG would be 
able to extend coverage to a regional 
aspect. 

A question was raised to whether 
this will prohibit or interfere with the 
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infliieiilinl people w gi/mrmslics fodny. Pictured 
below are some of the alleiidees. Left, from the USA, 
Andrea Schmid, a member of the ASG Techiiiail 
Committee. Below her. another American, Bill 
Roetzheim. a member of the Men s Tcdmical Com- 
mittee. Below Roetzheim is Madame leannine 
Rinaldi of France. She is President of the RSG Tech- 
nical Committee and a member of the FIG Exeaitioe 
Committee. iPhotos^ 1985 USCF bp Dave Black.) 

Federations who already have spon- 
sors. To this Barry said; "We (the FIG) 
must allow Federations the right to 
generate their own funds from their 
own sponsors." 

The Medical Commission blasted a 
European-based magazine for pub- 
lishing an article stating gymnastics 
inhibits growth. The Commission 
decided to publish a simple brochure 
to explain to the media, parents and 
general public, gymnastics has never 
prevented anyone from growing. The 
Head of the Commission, Michel 
Leglise pointed out in the last five 
major international meets there has 
been but one accident and that, he 
said, was nothing serious. 

A vigorous attempt, by not only the 
International Olympic Committee, 
but by all sports in general is under- 
way to stamp out the use of illegal 
drugs by athletes. Through 1985, the 
FIG had spot checks at various com- 

Lrft is Madame Ellen Berger of the German Demo- 
cratic Republic. She is President of the Women's 
Technical Committee and a member of the FIG Eaecu- 
live Commilicc. Below Berger is Hans-liirgen 
Zacharias of the Federal Republic of Germany. He 
IS a member of the FIG Committee. Below 

are lim Barry Heft) of Australia and Mike fackl of 
the USA. Both are members of the FIG Executive 
Cominillee. To the right of them are pictured Bul- 
garia's Nicola Had)iev, a member of the FIG Execu- 
tive Committee and lackle Fie of the USA. She is 
Vice President of the Women's Technical Committee 
along with Ulla Berg of Sweden Owl picluredl. 
IPhotos ' 1985 USGf by Dave Black.) 



petitions. Leglise announced, "All of 
the spot checks proved negative. Our 
sport is clean." 

The Scientific Committee is cur- 
rently developing a computer pro- 
gram to evaluate a judge during a 
competition. This program is 
designed to test the objectivity of the 
judges by averaging each gymnast's 
score. This, the Commission hopes, 
will alleviate biased judging. 

In-Soo Hwang, Director/Gym- 
nastics Kvision of the Seoul Organiz- 
ing Committee for the 1988 Olympic 
Games said; "Preparations are pro- 
gressing smoothly and all is on sched- 
ule in accordance with our master 
plan." The hall the gymnastics com- 
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petition will be housed in is to be 
finished by September 1986, in lime 
for the 10th Asian Games. It will seat 
15,000 spectators. "Max (Bangerter) 
and I have visited all the sites," said 
Titov, "and we have found them to be 
on schedule." 

Rhythmic Gymnastics received big 
news from Peggy Brown of Australia, 
The 1986 Four Continents competi- 
tion, to be held in the Melborne Aus- 
tralia Sports Center, will for the first 
time include junior competitors. This 
will aid in the development of the 
younger athletes in RSG. Also, in con- 
junction with the FIG Apparatus 
Committee, the Four Continents will 
be experimenting with a new padded 


Left are piclured Mike Jacki of Ihe USA and 
member of Ihe FIG Exeailive Commiliee olonpide 
Madame Ludmila Touricheva ofCzechosliriiakia. She 
is n member of the Woiirsii's Technical Commiliee. 
Right is Karl-Heinz Zschacke of ihe German Demo- 
cralic Republic. He is Presideiil of Ihe Men's Tech- 
nical Commiliee and member of the FIG Execitlive 
Commiliee. Below Zschacke is Siegfried Fischer of 
Brazil. He is a member of Ihe FIG Execulive Commil- 
iee also. Beloio Fischer are Americans Bill Meade 
and Ken Allen. Both senvd as FIG Technical Dele- 
gates la Ihe Men's Technical Assembly. (Photos ' 
1985 USGF by Dave Black. I 


floor with V2 inches of foam under it. 

Rotterdam will host the 1987 World 
Championships Sunday, October 18, 
through Sunday, October 25. The site 
of the competition will be the Ahoy 
Sport r^lace which seats 8,000. 

In a secret ballot, delegates voted to 
hold the 1987 FIG Congress in con- 
junction with the Gymnastrada in 
Herning, Denmark, in July. This deci- 
sion was made to give this discipline 
more exposure and to promote the 
event to the FIG delegates. 

United Slates delegate. Bill Meade, 
made several proposals to be consid- 
ered for the next meeting. The U.S. 
suggested the World Championships 
be moved to June/July to coincide 
with the Olympic schedule. Because 
of the hectic televised sports schedule 
in fall and early winter, by moving the 
date television might be more recep- 
tive for full coverage because of a 
relaxed schedule. 


One of the most famous gymiiasls in the nvrid is 
now a member of Ihe Women's Technical Commiliee, 
Ludmila Toiirichex'a of Czechoslovakia. Below her is 
an overall new of Ihe site of the FIG Congress. To 
Ihe left arc General Gymnaslics Tcchniail (Zommiltee 
members Gerald S. George (L/S,4i and Uwee Olio 
of Aiislralia. (Photos^ 1985 USGF by Dave Black.) 
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RSG Team Wins Mexico's Heart 


By Jolie Barretta 

A seven member delega- 
tion, representing Cal- 
ifornia, Oregon, 
Oklahoma, and New 
York arrived in Mexico 
City August 27th, 1985 for the "COPA 
Internacional FMG — IMSS De Gym- 
nasia Artistica Y Ritmica Deportiva. 
The teams were housed at the 1968 
Olympic Center just outside the city, 
and the competition was held at the 
Juan De La Barrera Gymnasium. The 
teams competing were IMSS and 
Mexico (both from Mexico) and the 
USA National Team. Canada and 
Cuba were scheduled to come, but 
they were unable to attend. 

On the first day of the International 
Competition, the girls performed 
very well in the rope event. Dacon 
Lister drew the crowd’s spontaneous 
applause many times during her spar- 
kling routine. 

Theresa Bruce followed Lister, tak- 
ing second place in the rope event 
with a very difficult routine. One of 
her elements is a high horizontal toss 
caught at the climax of a series of turn- 
ing split leaps. She performed this ele- 
ment with perfect timing. Diana 
Velarde of Mexico was crisp with the 
most advanced technique on the Mex- 
ican team. 

The second day of competition 
Lister once again took the lead with a 
jazzy ball routine. Velarde tied for sec- 
ond with Bruce with a routine that 
showed a lot of strength and control. 

In the clubs event. Lister once again 
thrilled the crowd, this time by brin- 
ing up the scoring to above 9.00 for 
the first time in the competition. The 
audience loved her American Style 
dance and apparatus work. Bruce per- 
formed a difficult routine to "An 
American In Paris" and tied for 1st 
place with Lister. The beautiful Laura 
Ayala, a 2]-year-old Rhythmic Gym- 
nast on the Mexican team, came in 3rd 
with a very precise routine. She was 
fast and expressive, making her rou- 
tine an exciting one to watch. Ingrid 
Knight was close behind in 4th place 
with a very clean routine once again. 

On the final day, the girls competed 
in the ribbon event. Knight delivered 



a dynamic routine to win the event in 
her first international competition. 
Bruce ran into difficulty placing third 
behind Velarde of Mexico. 

Mikaela Bornyasz performed beau- 
tiful and dramatic routine to "Send in 
the Clowns," using extremely rich 
body movement and feeling. Bor- 
nyasz must be commended on her 
efforts in her first international com- 


petition. They day before she came to 
Mexico, she fractured her foot, but 
endured the pain and competed in 
spite of her injury. 

ALL-AROUND 


1 DACON LISTER 

2 THERESA BRUCE 

3 INGRID KNIGHT 

4 DIANA VELARDE 

5 MINERVA OUINTANA 

6 LAURA AYALA 

7 MIKAELA BORNYASZ 


35.S0 USA 

35 10 USA 

34.45 USA 

34.20 MEXICO 

33 70 MEXICO 

33.65 MEXICO 

33.60 USA 


USGF Sponsors Rhythmic Camp 


ore than 80 aspiring 
i‘hvthmic gymnasts 
from all over the 
United States trained 
under the critical 
eyes of the coaching staffs at the first 
National Rhythmic Gymnastic Train- 
ing Camps. Held at the Olympic 
Training Center (OTC) in Colorado 
Springs during the last two weeks in 
August and sponsored by USGF, the 
training sessions were held to 
improve the quality of work being 
done by the Class III and II 1985 
regional age group champions. 

"This opportunity was my birthday 
and Christmas all rolled into one," 
stated Maureen Broderick, National 


Age Group Development Chairper- 
son and administrator for the camps. 
"This is one of the finest experiences 
ever presented to rhythmic gymnasts 
here in the United States and should 
help in the development of the sport." 

The gymnasts participated in morn- 
ing, afternoon and evening sessions 
that concentrated on perfection of 
compulsory routines, optional appa- 
ratus skills, improved dance tech- 
nique, conditioning and nutrition. 
With the help of the sports medicine 
department, information was tabu- 
lated to help each gymnast find belter 
ways to increase their performance 
potential and the trainers from the 
OTC assisted with injury prevention. 

— Sandi Miller 
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Guest Opinion 

Coaching To The Code 


By Robert Cowan 

W henever a team wins 
the State High School 
Championships, the 
State USGF Champi- 
onships or perhaps 
even the NCAA Championships, 
often times this occurs because the 
coach knows the Code of Points very 
well and by vitue of picking difficul- 
ties suited to his particular gymnasts 
is able to “beat the system” and obtain 
the highest possible scores. 

Sometimes coaches are criticized 
for doing that as in the long run, it 
could be detrimental to the develop- 
ment of a gymnast in his full potential. 
However, many coaches are faced 
with working with a young man who 
will never make the National team 
and yet could be a contributing factor 
to a very successful team and season. 

In the year tlial a new Code comes 
out, panic runs rampant through the 
athlete and coaching ranks. While the 
new Men's Code is very demanding, 
it is possible to take a fairly new gym- 
nast and expect reasonable success if a 
coach knows the Code. Remember 
that execution and form still pay the 
highest dividends and these areas 
should be stressed but, a reasonable 
amount of difficulty can be obtained 
which will provide opportunities fora 
gymnast to feel successful and 
encourage them. 

In Competition I, which is utilized 
in the USGF Program and should be 
accepted in most high school pro- 
grams, the requirement is for two C 
parts, four B parts, and six A parts. As 
that is an increase of one C over last 
quadrenniums Code and an increase 
of an additional part, many people 
were intimidated by the change. Also, 
some of the combination require- 
ments, especially on rings made high 
scores seem less likely. 

The basis for all beginner coaches 
and gymnasts should be, in my opin- 
ion, the compulsorys. They form 
good basic skills and most often are 
watered down versions of more diffi- 
cult skills thus forming good progres- 
sions by allowing the coach and 
gymnast to progress at a slower rate. 
With the current USGF compulsorys 
which already have been in use for 
one year, the skills which are sug- 


gested later in this article should be 
progressions of these skills. 

Consider, if you will, the following 
possible C's and B's per event: 


Front-front 
Front 1 V. piked 
Sack-Back 
Side-Side 
OouDle Full 
DouOle back 



Pommel Horse 


From scissors Vi and 
reverse scissors 
Double Swiss Twice 


Two loops on . 
of pomiTisI 


Uphill hop cli 
Back stockli 
Still Rings 


le-reverse pirouette Back nse handstand 


Front rise-reverse ct 


CS 


Front toss-underarm 


BS 




Free Hip-Hop hand 
StaUer-Blind xreis Kenre 

Endo-pirouette Flank vault 

Full twisMrom giant FramgianI i%tum lo mm 
DeMchev (sel up lor vault catch) 

Czech gram Stalder 

Enflo 


Introducing the First 
Leather Gymnastics 
Shoe for Men and 
Women Gymnasts! 

Featuring... 

• Soft Off-White Leather 
•Tough Rubber Soles 

' Reinforced Nylon Seams 

• Constructed Elastic Top 

• Excellent for Floor 
and Apparatus Work 


GYMNASTIX 

Gives You the Winning Edge. 


Available in sizes 4-3. 

For best possible fit, trace an outline 
of your foot onto a piece of paper, 
inpicate your street shoe size and 
your sex on the coupon as these are 
unisex shoes. 
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Heavyweights Show For World 
University Games 


By: Yoshi Hayasaki 
U.S.A. World University Games 
Coach 

Gymnastics Coach at the University 
of Illinois 

T he World University 
Games were held in the 
beautiful port city of 
Kobe, Japan from August 
25lh to September 4th, 
1985. After 5 days of training camp, we 
departed for Japan from Los Angeles 
on August 21st, 

Asks provided one of the finest 
workout gyms. Air conditioning, and 
large windows all around mad^e the 
team feel comfortable and welcome in 
Japan. The U.S.S.R. sent its national 
team, including Dimitri Bilozerchcv, 
Yuri Balabanov, Aleksei Tihonkin, 
Valentin Mogilney and Valdmir 
Artemov as their alternate member. 
The Russians competed in the first 
group along with Canada. They 
scored 173.150 despite a badly 
sprained ankle to Balabanov on his 
first event, floor exercise dismount, 
full in back out. He went through all 
six events with no pain in his 
expression. 

The U.S. started on parallel bars 
with Bob Gauthier scoring 9.30 with 
an excellent routine. He was followed 
by Robbie Brown's9.20. WesSuterdid 
a fine set earning him a 9.35. Charles 
Lakes added a 9.55 for his routine. 
The team score on this event was 
28.20, putting the U.S. as the third 
best parallel bar team score. Only the 
U.S.S.R. and Japan were better. 

High bar was next with Gauthier 
starting off again with a solid routine 
including one arm reverse hecht, and 
a full twisting over the bar dismount 
which scored 9.00. Brown did a dean 
routine with a fine double layout dis- 
mount to earn 9.10. Suter's first 
release move came a bit too close to 
the bar but he kept his composure and 
continued with a minimum deduction 
which earned him 8.95. Lakes did his 
best high bar routine with the two 
high release movements that wowed 
the relatively quiet crowd in Japan. He 
finished with a questionable double 
layout lowering him to a 9.40. 

The consistent man, Gauthier, 


started off with his usual manner to 
earn him 9.00 on floor. Brown was so 
clean sticking both double backs and 
double full dismount to score 9.10. 
Suter was outstanding, making a full 
in mount to earn 9.25. Lakes again did 
his floor routine with a fine double 
layout mount, 1 3/4 front, 1 3/4 arabian 
front combinations, and double pike 
dismount to score 9.45. 

After three events the U.S. team 
had only one minor break out of 12 
routines. The pommel horse was next 
and our first major break came when 
Brown sat down a few times during 
his routine. The first pressure was on 
the rest of the team members, and it 
was the biggest test for these young 
members of the U.S.A. team. 
Gauthier went up as if nothing had 
happened to score 9. 10. Suter went up 
and did very smooth and well 
executed routine to score 9.05. Lakes 
was also aggressive and courageous 
in his 9.40 routine. 

Then came the weakest event, 
rings. The U.S. team simply did not 
have strength parts to compete 
against the top teams in the world. 
Brown did a fine set, but only earned 
9,0. Suter did not hold his only 
strength part, a cross, and landed 
short on his dismount to score 8.60. 
Lakes also held short on his cross and 
picked-up a minor swing to earn 8.65. 
Gauthier was the only man who had 
three strength parts, but received 


only 8.95 for lack of amplitude in his 
swing parts. 

Vaulting was fine with the scores 
ranging from 8.70 to 9.20. Nobody 
had a difficulty level to score high 
except Brown’s piked cuervo. The 
Cubans were superb on this event to 
take the best team score of 28.35 com- 
pared to the U.S.A.'s 27.10 

The seventh place finish as a team 
does not indicate how well the U.S. 
did at this competition. Hitting 21 out 
of 24 routines, Lakes placed 16th, 
ninth on parallel bars, 11th on pommel 
horse, and 14th on horizontal bar. 
Suter's only major fault came on his 
dismount from rings where he pul 
both hands down. Gauthier was just 
outstanding as he hit six out of six 
events. Brown was remarkable. Hav- 
ing made the World University Game 
team as a last moment replacement for 
an injured Tom Kennedy, he was 
superb in all events except pommel 
horse. 

Correction In 
Rules & Policies 

A major printing error was found in 
the Rules & I’olides. 

PAGE 47 FIRST LINE AT THE TOP 
OF THE PAGE SHOULD 
READ; 

A. HIGH BAR 235 cm (92 1/32) 


The United States Gymnastics Federation 

wishes to acknowledge 

Elite Gym-Kin 

for its continued support of gymnastics 


GytK-Kw 


“Official Warm-Up Supplier for 
1985 AND 1986 
USGF Junior 
Olympic Nationals.” 


Moxu^ocftrial axi ViiiuhM (uj SfwifMum. £id.. 
1230 Sfrtuc£ SL RecHotg, Po. 19602 (215) 376-6522 
Dealerships Available — Call '1-SO0-345-4087 
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Rhythmic Programs Grow 


By Dr. Annelis Strange Hoyman 

T he 1985 USGF Congress 
participants, whose main 
interest is in the area of 
Rhythmic Gymnastics, 
should have been well 
pleased this year when they studied 
the program of meetings and presen- 
tations. Apart from the many closed 
meetings scheduled for the National 
Rhythmic Gymnastics Program Com- 
mittee, the various National Sub- 
Committees (Age Group Develop- 
ment. Coaches Development, Elite 
Development, Judges Coordinating 
and Public Relations) and the Rhyth- 
mic International Program Commit- 
tee, no less than eight sessions in the 
form of lectures or lecture demonstra- 
tions were accessible and of interest to 
the Rhythmic Gymnastics family and 
the general Congress participant. In 
addition, the Rhythmic Gymnastics 
Coaches Association held an open 
Organizational Meeting. 

Two of the lecture demonstrations 
related directly to the Rhythmic Gym- 
nastics Compuslory Program. 
Maureen Broderick gave an excellent 
presentation of the hoop routine. 
Besides a small number of observers, 
15 active participants were enthusi- 
astically exerting themselves and 
responding beautifully to Broderick’s 
lively instruction, which was deliv- 
ered with very good cues and sprin- 
kled with a good sense of humor. 

Immediately following the hoop 
routine, Candace Feinberg presented 
the clubs routine. A total of 16 persons 
took active part in this lecture demon- 
stration while the number of observ- 
ers varied from 10 - 15 persons. 
Especially noticeable was her intro- 
duction of the various elements before 
teaching the actual progression of the 
routine. From observing these two 
lectures and demonstrations that fol- 
lowed. it might have been better to 
have scheduled sessions dealing with 
the basics of Rhythmic Gymnastics 
before those dealing with the com- 
plete routines. 

"Setting Up a Rhythmic Gym- 
nastics Program in Your Club" pre- 
sented by Marina Davidovich 
attracted one of the larger number of 
participants (up to 45). Her presenta- 
tion was excellent and the listeners 
were obviously very interested and 


had many questions of interest to all 
present. 

For present as well as future judges 
of Compulsories in Rhythmic Gym- 
nastics, the program presented by 
Nora Hitzel and Norma Zabka was 
very helpful- Especially helpful were 
the explanations for the various 
deductions listed in relation to the 
specific compulsories. 

Saturday's program included 
'Rhythmic Gymnastics for Tots and 
Pre-Schoolers," presented by Terry 
Exner and Alla Svirsky. Approx- 
imately 50 observers were treated to 
an excellent and very enjoyable ses- 
sion with four youngsters (two girls 
and two boys) as demonstrators of the 
various activities. The children got 
completely involved and kept experi- 
menting and helping each other when 
the instructors were talking or 
answering questions from the 
audience. 

The other Rhythmic Gymnastics 
program that day was a lecture dem- 
onstration on Lead-Up Progressions 
for Hoop and Clubs. The presenters 
were Feinberg and Svirsky. It is always 
a joy to watch Svirsky perform. She is 
bubbling with enthusiasm, sings and 
hums as she instructs, and her enthu- 
siasm cannot help but favorably affect 
the performance of the active partici- 
pants. The session was excellent and 
the attendance nice. 

One session which should have 
been of interest to those of the Rhyth- 
mic Gymnastics family, who from 
time to time are involved in interna- 
tional competition abroad, was the 
one conducted by Jackie Fie and 
labelled "Protocol and Preparation for 
International Competitions; A Semi- 
nar for Coaches," assisted by Don 
Peters and two other male coaches. 

The Organizational Meeting for the 
Rhythmic Gymnastics Coaches Asso- 
ciation which was formed at the time 
of the 1985 Championships of U.S.A. 
in April was conducted by Jolie Bar- 
etta, one of the leaders of the associa- 
tion (Pauline Davis Is the co-leader). 
Only 12 persons were present, proba- 
bly due to the early morning hour. 
The dues for full membership ($25.00) 
and associate membership ($10.00) 
were explained, as well as the purpose 
of the association. The proposed oper- 
ating code for the association is pres- 
ently being revised. 


Attention 

The Men's Program Committee 
of the United States Gymnastics 
Federation is now accepting 
applications for the Men's National 
Coaching position for 1986. Appli- 
cants must be willing to serve in the 
capacity of Head Coach for 
National Team Events. The appli- 
cant must also show proficiency in 
reporting, training camps and 
training techniques. Salary is com- 
mensurate with ability. Applica- 
tions should be sent to: 

Robert Cowan, 

Men's Program Administrator 
Uirited Slates Gymnastics Federation 
1099 N. Meridian, Suite 380 
Indianapolis, IN 46204 

Deadline is January 15, 1986 for 
the applications to be in the USGF 
office. 


Kids Enjoy Spotlight 

By Michael Henty 

T here were no older or bet- 
ter gymnasts to look up to 
during training. The tour 
guided groups at the 
Olympic Training Center 
gaped with excitement during their 
practices and the other participants 
training at the Sports Center building 
kept looking with amazement. They 
were finally in the spotlight! Everyone 
was watching our 14 top 10-12-year- 
old-boys in the country. 

They were the center of attention 
for the first time as they partiHpated 
in a training camp for the your.f’est 
members of the boys Junior Olympic 
Team. The camp structure was basi- 
cally the same as the other training 
camps with each day consisting of; 
morning exercises, dance with Nancy 
Spielkamp, morning and afternoon 
training (except on the light days 
when they only had morning prac- 
tices), a lecture in the evening and a 
sports psychology sessions with Dr. 
Glyn Roberts. 

The following boys participated in 
the camp: 

Aaron Anderson Shawn McEwen 
Scott Barnes Matt McKay 
Sumner Darling David Riordan 


Mike Denucci 
Greg Franklin 
Kerry Houston 
Andy Mason 


Khemarin Seng 
Josh Stein 
Burt Swick 
Greg Tricola 


USA Gymnastics 


49 


BULLETIN 


Need A Class II Coach? 

I would like to come in and take over being 
head coach. Young or old team, 1 am willing lo 
grow with a new team (with classes). You pay 
for my travel thereand my living arrangements 
for two months. Salary negotiable, references 
unlimited. Contact Bill Marrow, 3901 Concord, 
Abilene, Texas 79603. First come, first served. 
Position Available Immediately 
Head coach wanted, immediately. Full-time- 
Salary commensurative with experience — 
range $20,000.00, fringe package (i.e. vacation, 
sick leave, retirement, medical). Coordinate 
overall Gymnastics Programs — teach Class III 
and Gass IV girl's teams. Must have at least two 
years previous experience and knowledge of 
USGF 1985 Compulsories, competitive rules, 
procedures and Code of Poinis. 

Send resume to; 

Jewish Community Center of Houston 
teOl South Braeswood Boulevard 
Houston, Texas 77096 
(713) 729-3200 Ext. 260 
Gymnastics Coach/Foreign Assignment 
The United States Sports Academy — Amer- 
ica's College of Sports Science — seeks a 
qualified gymnastics coach tor overseas project. 
The Academy is a rapidly expanding accredited 
graduate school with foreign and domeshc pro- 
grams. Bachelor's degree required with 3-5 
years experience preferred at college, university 
or dub level. Also prefer ability to teach basics 
of diving. Excellent benefits indude tax-free 


compensation, air transportation, housing and 
medical insurance. Send resume, salary 
requirements to: Director of Recruiting, 
A.I.E.R.S., PO. Box 8465, Dept. 375-922, 
Mobile, Alabama 36689-0465, (205) 343-3890, 
EOE / AA. 

Gymnastics Coach Needed 
Little Rock, Arkansas 

Individual needed to coach established girls 
teams Gass IV-1. Also teach boys classes. Salary 
plus medical benefits and retirement. Great 
opportunity for someone interested in getting 
into YMCA work. State University nearby. 
Send resume to; 

Westside Family YMCA 
Attn. Sue Ball 
4701 Sam Peck Road 
Little Rock, Arkansas 72212 

Girl's Coach Wanted 

Head coach for girl's team. Class I, II, III 
located inBig 10 college town. Send resume and 
references to: 
mini Gymnastics Club 
25 East Springfield 
Champaign, III. 61820 

6 Heavy-Duty School Trampolines For Sale 

American — Model AA-714. Conditions 
range from fair to excellent. Asking $1,000 to 
$2,000 each plus shipping. Contact Dorothy S. 
Lynne, Route 1 Box 405A, Pennington Gap, VA 
24277 (703) 546-4255. 

Instruclors Needed 

Gass instructor for New Jersey gym. Fbrt- 
time initially could work into full-Kme position. 
Please call; 561-8888. 


Coach/Choreographer needed for Gass I and 

Fiegley's School of Gymnastics (Bridgettes) 
4475 South Clinton Ave. 

South Plainfield, NJ 07080 


1985 World Championships 
VIDEOTAPES 

190 men's exercises per 2 hour tape 
156 women's exercises per 2 hour tape 
VHS format, shipping included 
$80 each for men's or women's optionais 
order from: 

Fred Turoff 
5538 Morris Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19144 


Wanted— Gymnastics Coach/Instnictor 
Preferably female with strong gymnastics 
background- Dance and choreogra^y experi- 
ence helpful. Dependable, enthusiasbc and 
knowledgeable inU.S.G.F. compulsories. Em- 

S loyment in rapidly growing club located in 
outhem Indiana. Completely equipped 5500 
sq. ft. facility with successful competition pro- 
gram- Salary based on experience. Interested 
individuals may call (812) 273-6733 or send res- 
ume lo Madison Gymnastics World, 2724 
Franks Drive, Madison, Indiana, 47250- 
Note; Full time employment with salary 




Elite 
Expressions^ Sl 

"Orchestrated Competitive Music 


MUSIC 

Especially produced to give each 
gymnast the enthusiasm and confidence 
felt by champions. 


CHOREOGRAPHY 

Especially designed and videotaped 
for the gymnast and her music, 
by our nationally prominent 
choreographer. 

Demo Capes $5.00. 

2201 SHAD CT. NAPLES, FL. 33962 (813) 775-2921 
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UNIQUE SILK SCREENED T-SHIRTS 
FOR GYMNASTS - $6.99 


B- GO FOR IT 

Red Letters/White Shirt 


A - DEFINITION 

White Letters/ Red Shirt 



V/ 


C - PRAYER 

Black Letters/Pink Shirt 
The Gymnast Prayer 
5Joto as 31 bam up fur tljis inret, 

3 pra^ cmiipetitioii 3 ran beat. 
Anb if 3 fail abiuist tl|c diccrs, 

3 pca^ 3 can l^clb back niy tears, 
Aiib one more tl;ing sitcccss or not, 
3 pray tl]r creator of ii^c beam be sljot! 


gym-naat (jim-rast) Noun per- 
taining to female of species. 1 . 
expert in gymnastics (i.e.) one 
[ whose parents work two jobs 
I to pay for private lessons. 2. 
one who performs well under 
stress (i.e.) Competes calmly 
before crowds yet suffers an- 
xiety during school tests, 3. 
one who is well coordinated 
(i.e.) has the ability to balance 
body on narrow beam yet can- 
not bend over to pick up clothes 
off floor of her room. 4 . wearer 
of proper athletic attire (i.e.) 
has new body suit for each day 
of practice. 


D - EXCUSE 

White Letters/Blue Shirt 


E - TRAINEE 

Black Letters/White Shirt 
Wonted: Gymnostie Trainee 
Individual willing to give up spare 
time to pursue a career in gym- 
nastics, approx. 15 hrs. perwk. 
(occasional week-end compet- 
ition). Duties include bars, vault, 
floor and beam. No previous 
exp. needed but good smile 
essential. 

• Learn to cope with pressure 
and pain 

• Free chalk, tape, ice packs 
and bandages 

• Advancement ifyou excel and 
pay dues promptly 

• Possible ribbons and trophies 
depending on talent and judges 

Quolificofions Needed: 

• Extensive medical coverage 

• Heal from injuries quickly 

• Parents ability to survive tong 

• Accept coaches criticism w/o 
emotional outbursts 

Fee paid by parent 



VM g^Rs WEREN'T SET RIGHT' R/PP£d o/J UP 

VAULT RUN WAS TOO SHORT 
leotard was TOO TIGHT MY STEPS WERE OFF 
FLOOR MUSIC TOO LOW FORGOT LUCKY STUFFED ANMAL 

CROWDS MAKE ME NERVOUS JUDGES DON'T KNOW TALEN 
FORGOT FLOOR HAD NO SPRING 

beam was wrong vault 


SIZES: Child 10-12, 14-16 
Adult Small, Medium, Large 
AH Shirts 50/50 - Made in U.S.A. 

GYMNASTUFF 
1S5 Thunder Road 
Holbrook, N.Y. 11741 
(516) 472-3074 

DISTB/BUTOBS WANTED 
FREE CATALOG AVAILABLE 


TELEPHONE: 


STYLE NO. 


ORDER BLANK 

SIZE QUANT. 


TOTAI 

Postage & handling ^^ <>0 
residents add 7',^% la« 

TOTAL ENCLOSED 


3 

5 

B 

12 

13 

15 

16 

19 

20 

21 

3 
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1985 World Gymnastics Championships 



Women Team Ft 


BEAM FLOOR TOTAL 

49.725 49.075 195.900 

49.175 49.700 197.475 

48.275 48.500 193.460 

49.000 49.075 195.400 

47.450 48.425 192.875 

47.875 49.100 194.625 

47.950 47.525 191.825 

46.025 48.400 190.825 

48.450 48.225 191.275 

47.125 48.550 191.325 

47.625 47.900 189.425 

46.575 48.000 190.325 

46.975 47.700 190.725 

46.625 46.725 188.525 

46.275 47.575 188.600 

45.900 46.225 189.200 

46.125 46.600 166.600 

47.300 46.650 166.600 

46.275 46.950 186.175 

45.325 47.025 165.300 

45.000 46.750 186.075 

44.600 46.375 184.250 

45.600 46.925 185.625 

46.450 46.275 186.100 

45.525 44.475 182.100 

43.450 45.675 179.300 

44525 46325 184.125 

44.875 45.425 180.475 

43.750 47.350 182.000 

44.150 45 175 179.275 

45.075 46.325 182.975 

44.500 45.475 180.275 

45.150 44 850 1B1.62S 

43.725 45.250 178.525 

45.750 45.750 163.200 

42.300 46 200 178.475 

44.775 45.150 181.350 

42.700 44.000 175.450 

44.425 45.475 181.800 

42.350 43.400 170.900 

43.600 43.750 175.450 

40.000 44.300 170.300 

41.375 43.950 171.700 

39.750 43.825 167.050 

39.075 43.800 168.475 


379.350 
377,800 
375 200 
371 .475 
371.075 
369 875 
366.200 

362 475 

362.250 
361.900 
361 .725 
359 825 

357.250 

346.350 
342.000 
335.525 


Men 


11-8-85 
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BALANCE BEAM 



UNEVEN BARS 




VAULT 



Woman 

11-9-65 




from page 37 

Significant during the vaulting was 
the appearance of Sabrina Mar who 
was the only American to make finals. 
She performed a layout tsuk first and 
received a 9.650. Her second vault, a 
tsukahara with a full twist wasn't as 
strong and she received a 9.500. She 
tied for sixth with Natalia Yurtchenko 
of the Soviet Union. 

Gabriele Fahnrich, going on the 
strength of her previous uneven par- 
allel bar scores took first place easily in 
this final. She was nearly perfect again 
scoring a 9.950. Fellow East German 
Dagmar placed second on the 
strength of her 9.900 routine, and 
Czechoslovakia's Hana Ricna placed 
third. 

Romania had the balance beam top 
two spots locked up. Szabo's rourine 
was very well executed, and when she 
scored a 9.875 it didn't appear anyone 
was in a position to catch her. Only a 
perfect score would beat her and 


CflJioy's cansislenof during opiionals made 
him one of the slors of the American team. (© 3985 
USGF). 


given the way the beam was treating 
the other competitors, a gold medal 
for her seemed inevitable. 

Silivas hit that perfect routine to 
oust her teammate from first. The 
score wasn't flashed until the gym- 
nasts were on the other side of the 
Velodrome, and when it appeared, 
Szabo gave her good friend a larger- 
than-life hug. Shoushounova, who 
had a couple of costly wobbles, placed 
third with a 9.675. 

The Soviets ended the competition 
on a strong note as they won the gold 
and silver medals on floor. 
Omeliantchik had the gold in her cor- 
ner before her routine, but the 10.00 
she received gave her a total of 19.900. 
Shoushounova took second with 
19.880 points and placing third was 
East Germany's Klotz with 19.775. 


USA Gymnastics 
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CALENDAR 


;NI 1 bU S lAI ES GYMNASTICS FEDERATION 
1986^ i'ROHDSED EVENT SCHEDULE 
Dales & Events Subject to change or cancellation) 
Updated: October 10, 1985 


January 

Jr. Boys Training 
Camp with Japan 


10-17 

22-23 

22-29 


USAJr.Boyf 
Japan Jr. Boys 

February 

March 

McDonald’s American 
Cup (M/W) 
Internationa! Mixed 
Pairs (M/W) 

First Elite 
Meet (W) 

•Cup of Excel- 
lence (M) 

•Cup of the City 
of the riopes (W) 
Junior National Team 
Training Camp (M) 
USA Jr. Boys vs. 
Canada Jr. Buys 
Second Elite Meet 


Various Sites 
(TBA) 
Montreal, 
Canada 

Colorado 
Springs, CO 
Colorado 
Springs. CO 
Various Sites 
(TBA) 


10--12 

14-28 

18-19 


(W) 

•Champions All (M/W) London, 
England 

•TBS Cup (M/W) Japan 
NCAA National Champ- Lincoln, 
ionships (M) NE 

American Classic Huntingto) 

Nationals (W) Beach, CA 

South African Games South 
(MAV) Africa 

NCAA National Champ- TBA 


-s(W) 
iO Rhythmic Champ- 
ionships of the USA 
3 Class I Stale 
Meet (W) 

K) USA vs. USSR 
(MAV) 


Class I Regionals 
(W) 

7 Third Elite Meet (W) 


24-25 

24-25 

29-31 


19-22 

22-29 

27-29 


TBA 

Various Sites 
(TBA) 

TBA 


Various Sites 
(TBA) 

Various Sites 
(TBA) 

TBA 


Blue Springs, 


"Brother Cup (R) 

Junior Olympic 
Eastern Nationals 
Junior Olympic 
Western Nationals (W) MO 
U-S- Classic TBA 

Nationals (W) 

Junior Olympic Boca Raton, 

Nationals for Girls (W) FL 
McDonald's Champion- Indianapolis 
ships of the USA (MAV) IN 
Canadian Classic Toronto, 

(W:|) Canada 

Junior Olympic Allanla, 

Nationals (Jr. Boys) GA 


29- Junior Boys Training Atlanta, 

July 6 Camp GA 

July 

5-20 GoudwiU Games Moscow, 

(MAV/R) USSR 

25- National Sports Fes- Houston, 

Aug 3 Hval (MAV/R) TX 

•30- •Rhythmic Developmen- “Colorado 

Aug tal Training Camp (R) Springs, CO 


August 

21- Grass Roots Develop- 
Sept I menl Camp Qr Boys) 
30- World Cup (MAV) 
Sept 1 

September 
9-16 Kicific Alliance 


Chan 


ihips 


24-27 USFG Natic 
Congress 

October 

I- 7 Four Continents (R) 
17-19 World Cup (R) 

November 

TBA **USA vs. China 
(M/W) 

TBA 'Swiss Cup/DTB 
Pokal Cup (M/W) 

TBA •Chuiiichi Cup/ 

Tokyo InFl Invitational 
(MAV) 

6- 21 Junior Boys Develop- 

ment Camp 

December 

TBA 'BAGA International 
Tournament (M/W) 

26- Jr. Boys National 
Jan 5 Testing & Training 
1987 
January 

•4 'USA Jr. Boys vs- 
Australia Jr. Boys 

February 

March 

7- 8 First Elite Meet (W) 

’21- "McDonald's American 
22 Cup (MAV) 

TBA International Mixed 
Pairs (M/W) 

28-29 Second Elite Meet 
(W) 

April 

NCAA National 
Championships (M) 
10-11 American Oassic 
Nationals (W) 

II- 18 Junior Training 

Camp (M) 

17 ’USA Jr. Boys vs. 

Cuba jr. Boys 
24-25 NCAA National 

Championships (W) 
TBA ’Champions All 
(M/W) 


2-4 


Colorado 
Springs, CO 
Bcjing, 


Melbourne. 
Australia 
Tokyo, Japan 


Switzerland/ 

Germany 

Japan 


London, 
England 
Colorado 
Springs, CO 


Colorado 
Springs, CO 
TBA 


TBA TBS Cup (MAV) Japan 

TBA Rhythmic Champ- TBA 

ionships of the (JSA 
May 

9-10 Third Elite Meet (W) TBA 

22-23 U.5. Classic TBA 

Nationals (W) 

TBA •Brother Cup (R) Japan 


18-21 McDonald’s Champion- TBA 
ships of the USA (MAV) 

25-27 Junior Olympic ’Los 

Boys Nationals Angeles, CA 

July 


I- 16 World University 

Games (M/W) 

7-11 FIG Gymnaesirada 

II- 12 Junior USA 

Championships 
25- Junior Boys Devolop- 
Aug 5 ment Camp (M) 

TBA National Sports 
Festival (M/W/R) 


Zagreb, 

Yugoslavia 

Herning, 

Denmark 


Colorado 
Springs, CO 
Raleigh/ 
Durham, NC 


7-23 ftn American Games 
(MAV/R) 

'TBA "Champions of the 
USA (M/W) 

TBA USCF Congress 
•TBA ’World Champion- 
ship Team Trials (M/W) 
October 

TBA Rhythmic World 

Championships (R) 
TBA FIG Congress 
TBA Artistic World 

Championships (M/W) 
November 
6-23 Junior Boys Develop- 
ment Camp (M) 

TBA "Swiss Cup/DTB 
Pokal Cup (MAV) 

TBA ’ChunichiCup 

Tokyo Inft Invitational 
(MAV) 

December 

26- Jr. Boys National 
Jan 4 Testing i Training 
TBA BAGA International 
Tournament (MAV) 


Indianapolis. 

IN 

TBA 


TBA 

TBA 


Bulgaria 


Rotterdam, 

Holland 


Colorado 

Springs, CO 
Switzerland/ 
Germany 
Japan 


•Uke Placid, 
NY 

London, 

England 


January 

3 ’USA Jr. Boys vs. ’Uke Placid, 

USSR Jr. Boys NY 

TBA *Flrst Elite Meet (W) TBA 

TBA "Second Elite Meet (W) TBA 

TBA "American Classic TBA 

Nationals (W) 

March 

•19-20 McDonald's /Vmerican "Indianapolis 
Cup (MAV) IN 
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TBA 


TBA International Mixed 
Pairs (M/W) 

26- Junior Boys Training 
Apr 2 Camp 
30- NCAA Nabonal 
Apr 2 Championships (M) 
TBA ‘Third Elite Meet (W) 

1 "USA vs. China vs. 
Hungary (Jr. Boys) 

22- 23 NCAA National 

Championships (W) 
TBA 'Champions All 
(MAV) 

TBA TBS Cup (M/W) 

TBA Rhythmic Champion- 
ships of the USA 

TBA "Brother Cup (R) 

"TBA "U.S. Classic 
Nationals (W) 

June 

23- 25 "Junior Olympic 

Boys Nationals (M) 
26- 'National Training 
July 2 Camp (]r. Boys) 


Colorado 
Springs, CO 
‘Lincoln, 

NE 

TBA 


Colorado 
Springs, CO 
TBA 

England 

TBA 


^A 


TBA 


TBA 


' — Tentative Dales or Sites 
TBA — To Be Announced 
” — Proposed Event 
(M) —Men 
(W) — Women 

(R) — Rhythmic 
(Q —Children 

(I) —Junior 

(S) — Senior 


14K GOLD 

FANTASTIC VALUE 



MAIL TO: E.T.C. 

P. O. Box 2946 
Ocala, FI. 32678 


> s pendant or a charm. Thaottly 


ORDER NOW 
ONLY $39.00 

(Regular Price $79.9S 
Allcm 2 »ka. lor deliverv) 


CALL: 904-351-8800 


Stale Zip 
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ACOUPLE 
or POINTERS 
ON SUPPORT. 


And a couple more on protection. And 
cusliioning. From Nike. For more infor- 
mation on our all-around Gymnastic shoe, 
write: Nike Gymnastics, Uept. USA, 
9000 S.W. Nimbus Dr., 

Beaverton, OR 97005 ora 
call 1-800-872-8360. f 


USA Gymnastics 


^YMNASTlCi 



V\^re proud to help them get off the ground. 

Kids who go in for gymnastics are not going to have it easy That’s why locai McDonald's® 
restaurants aii across the countjy are proud to be able to help 
these dedicated kids any way we can. Not just at the Olympic level in Olympic years. 

But at every level, from local gymnastic meets on up, every year. 

Sure, it takes time and effort on our part. But it's nothing compared to what these kids give. 

Not just better atWetes— better kids!' 



The National Sponsor of the United States Gymnastics Federation. 




